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: I, Melanie Mangum, as Town Clerk of Royalston, do hereby certify that the following are the actions taken at the Special Town Meeting of November 21, 2014.
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Melanie A. Mangum, Town Clerk

Moderator George Northrop called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. There were 59 voters present at this meeting. 

Article 1.
To see if the Town will vote to take from the Stabilization Fund the sum of $5,000 for the Clearance of Tax Title account, or act anything thereon.


Moved to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000 for the Clearance of Tax Title account, seconded.  Article PASSED unanimously.

Article 2. 
To see if the Town will vote to take from the Stabilization Fund the sum of $3,400 for the purchase of two AED’s (Automatic External Defibrillators) for the Police Department, or act anything thereon.


Moved to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,400 for the purchase of two AED's (Automatic External Defibrillators) for the Police Department, seconded.  PASSED 57 in favor, 1 against.

Article 3.
To see if the Town will vote pursuant to G.L. Chapter 40, Section 5B to create a special purpose stabilization fund, to be called the “Capital Stabilization Fund,” and to raise and appropriate $50,000 for such purposes; provided, however, that the vote taken hereunder shall be expressly contingent upon approval by the voters of the Town of a Proposition 2-1/2, so-called, override question, or act anything thereon.


Moved to table article 3, seconded.  Passed Unanimously, Article TABLED
Article 4. 
To see if the town will vote to transfer $3,178.98 raised from the sale of surplus highway equipment into the tree removal account, or act anything thereon.


Moved the article as read, seconded.  Motion to amend the article, not seconded.  Motion to move question, seconded and passed with 4 opposed. 


Article PASSED, 55 in favor 3 opposed. 

Article 5.
To see if the Town will raise and appropriate $65,295.35 to pay debt service on the borrowing authorized by the vote of the May 10, 2013 Town Meeting, Article 23, for a pumper/engine for Fire Department Station 2, or act anything thereon.


Moved the article as read, seconded.  Article PASSED 57 in favor, 1 opposed.

Article 6.
To see if the Town will vote to accept the gift of a utility trailer for the Fire Department from the Royalston Fire and EMS Association, or act anything thereon.


Moved the article as read, seconded. Article PASSED unanimously.

Article 7.
To see if the Town will vote to approve the following resolution to ban fracked gas pipelines and to champion sustainable energy, or take any action thereon.

Whereas a proposed high-pressure pipeline carrying natural gas obtained through hydraulic fracturing may come through Royalston and/or neighboring communities, bringing said fuel en route to Dracut, Massachusetts to be used for electricity  generation and possibly for export; and

Whereas said pipeline goes against current Massachusetts commitments to renewable energies and combating global climate change; and

Whereas said pipeline would destroy unknowable amounts of forest, conservation land and farmland; and

Whereas a high-pressure gas pipeline, by its nature, carries the potential for leak, rupture or devastating explosion causing untold damage to property and lives; and

Whereas the cost of said pipeline may require Massachusetts citizens to pay a utility bill tariff as well as environmental costs not required by law for Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, L.L.C. (“TGP”, a subsidiary of Kinder Morgan Energy Partners, L.P.), making ratepayers bear financial risk for the endeavors of a private corporation; and

Whereas, we the citizens of Royalston, Massachusetts choose not to participate in such encumbrances to the life, vibrancy, economic stability, and general well-being to our neighbor in New York and elsewhere, wherever hydraulic fracturing is occurring and the pressurized pipeline is running; now, therefore be it

Resolved, that the people of Royalston, Massachusetts:

1. Hereby call on our Select Board to stand in opposition to Kinder Morgan and/or Tennessee Gas Pipeline’s (TGP) high-pressured gas pipeline and not allow it within our town borders;

2. Oppose said pipeline, and any pipeline carrying natural gas obtained through hydraulic fracturing, within the borders of our Commonwealth, or our Nation; and

3. Hereby instruct our state and federal legislators and executive branch officials to enact legislation and take such other actions as are necessary to disallow such projects that go against our commitments to life, the environment, our economic well-being and our bodily safety, and, instead to legislate more stringent energy efficiency and further exploration of and subsidies for renewable energy sources.



Moved the article as read, seconded.  Motion to amend the article as follows:  Under  “Resolved, #3.”, insert the words “and local officials” in the paragraph. so that #3. reads “Hereby instruct our state and federal legislators and executive branch officials, and local officials to enact legislation.....   Amendment seconded, amendment passed.  ARTICLE AS AMENDED PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 7:35, SECONDED, PASSED.


