Minutes from the Organizational Meeting of
the Royalston Historic District Commission
Thursday, July 31y 1980

k. The informal organizational meeting of the Rojalston Historic
Tl District Commission was convened by Dr. Royal Frye at approx- £
{mately 7:40 p.m. Thursday, July 31, 1980, : =

Pr. Frye read from the By-Laws passed at the town meeting which
pertained to the organization of a committee, A list of members
and alternates selected by the Board of Selectmen was read., There
was much discussion about the 1ist and whether it reflected the
wishes of the Selecimen regarding who the full members were and
: who would be the alternate members. There was also a question,
- "with discussion following, as to whether a chairman could be ap-
pointed who was from the current alternate list. :

\ -

A motion was made, seconded, and passed to select a chairman from
the entire 10 names given to the committee by the Selecimen, but
upon discussion of this problem it was unclear as to whether this
organizational committee has the jurisdiction to do this. There

wag also much discussion as to whether this committee should con-
tinue with the list supplied by the Selectmen as it stands, as it
seems to contain names of people who do not feel they have the &
time to serve on the committee, or the names of people willing to
step down for new members who have expressed an interest in serving.

A motion was made, seconded and carried 1o antoint Art Platt as
temporary chairman of this meeting. ;

Discussion continued regarding membership and whether this committee
has the authority to choose which members are full members and
which are alternates, and to choose substitute members if there
: sare vacancies., Both Dr, Frye and Art Platt expressed willingness
s to step down to make space for new members., The name of Bob Gravley
was mentioned as a possible new member, and Mary Jane Green expressed
willingness to serve as a new member/or as secretary.

[ 418

A motion was made, seconded, and passed (with 2 opposing) that

+this committee should bring to the next Selectmen's meeting a
suggested list of committee membership designating full and alternate
members,

- The following is the suggested list to be pfesented to the Selectmens

Alan Bowers-full member Coleen Richardson-alternate
Glen Freden-full member Tom Musco-alternate
Larry Siegel - full member Dr. Royal Frye-alternate

John Poor- full member ,
Weino Kirkman-full member Mary Jane Green-secretary

Dwight Stowell-full member K
Bed Gravley-full member £ 5

Motion was made, seonded and passed that the selectmen pick a
convener for the next meeting.
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Art Platt stated that he would be happy to serve in an advisory
capacity for the next few meetings.
It was suggested that the By-Laws be printed so that people could
use them as references when applying for a change. The need %o 1
make an official application form was discussed. Art Platt will
try to compile some copies of such forms used by other Historie
Districts., It was also suggested that we have someone come from
- the Massachusetts Historic Commission to talk with us about the
role of the commission, etc. '

It was mentioned that Jennie and Peter Pap have expressed a

wish to come before the commission to talk about their poreh,

Glen Freden volunteered to convey to the Paps that their request
will be considered at the first opportunity once the orgarizational/
and procedual policies have been established.

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held at 7:30 +edrssiay,
August 6th at the Town Hall,

Respectfully submitted,

Mary ne Green
Secretary

¥,
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Minutes of Meeting September 8, 1980
Royalston Historic District Commission

The September 8, 1980 meeting of the ébyalston Historic District
Commission was convened by Chairman Robert Gravley. '

Secretary read minutes of previous meeting.,

Chairman Gravley read a letter received by the Commission from
Peter and Jennie Pap of the Common requesting that they be granted
a Certificate of Appropriateness.

Discussion followed regarding the proper steps the Commission :
should take., According to the By-Laws the Commission must determine
whether there is need of a hearing.

A question was brought up as to what will be the Commission's
criteria in making a decision; general concern -of the Commission
as a whole that decisions be made carefully and that a criteria
be developed.

Bob Gravley reported that he had been in touch with the Mass,
Historic Commission and that they are in the process of hiring

a new field person and that there will be a delay in getting that
person out to Royalston to talk with us because of this,

Bob Gravley also reported that there seems to be no specific

form used by towns regarding Certificate of Appropriateness, etc.
Each town seems to create their own or use their own general
reforms, He will contact the Preservation Planner from Springfield
to get copies of the ones he uses.,

A discussion followed concerning what help-we would like to receive
from the Mass., Historic Commission representative:
Suggestions were: help in inventory taking
what funding might be available for residents
of historic districts
forms used
philosophies and responsibilities of a Commission
since the Commission is charged with coordinating
with other groups in a town (conservation,etec,)
how do we set up the mechanics of this,

Records: The question of where records will be kept was brought
up by the chairman, It was decided that the secretary will keep
appropriate recerds in the Selectman's Office of the Town Hall
and working copies-of these records at her home. She will talk
to the Town Clerk about a specific place to put records,

The need to keep a photographic record of the houses within the
Historic District was expressed, It was stated that there should

be photos attached to the inventories sent to the Mass, Historic
Commission., Alan Bowers said that the Historical Society is making
a catalogue of slides which will be made available to the Historic

Distriet Commission.

Larry Siegel stated that there had been an inquiry from a resident
of Prospect Hill who is'interested in making the Prospect Hill
area a designated historic district., It was brought to our att-
ention that an inventory must be done of the town, and nothing
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should be done until the inventory is completed; at that time
discussion of expansion of the district, specific areas to be
included, etc, will be discussed,

Budget Question was discussed: legitaméte expenses (mailings,
ete.) can be submitted to Theresa Bowers who can dispurse from
miscellaneous funds, Commission can accept contributions,

It was décided to place an article on the town warrant for

the special town meeting October 10th requesting an operating
budget of $100,00, Thepossibility-of:acdcepting an operating

loan from the Hystorical Society was also discussed.

A motion was made by Larry Siegel that the Historic District
Commission waive a public hearing on the Jennie and Peter Pap
request to remove their front porch and'give hotice! taﬁgll ‘iR-
terested parties, ~residentstof the district; by 'mailing-d letter
indicating the Pap's request.

An amendment to this motion was made to include the Pap's request
to alter the kitchen window and to build a side barn door,

Vote on the motion made by Larry Siegel to dispense with the
public hearing; all those in favor: unanimous (Gravley, Freden,
Poor, Kirkman, Siegel, Newton, Bowers). No opposed

Vote on the amendment to the motion, to include barn door and
window alterations in the original motion: unanimous vote to
include, no opposition.

Commission decided to meet next on September 25th at 7:30
at the Town Hall.

Respectfully submitted,
/7’!«&472}1»—;%; )94(‘4«——-
7

Mary Jane Green
Secretary



Minutes from September 25, 1980 Meeting
of the Royalston Historie District Commission

The September 25, 1980 meeting of the Royalston Historic
District Commission was convened by Chairman Bob Gravley at
approximately 7 p.m.

01d Business:

Chairman Gravley reported that response from the letter sent

to residents of the Historic District was filarly quiet: he
received only one telephone call (Jay Richardson) which indicated
concern over how long a decision was taking.

The secretary read the Pap's application letter indicating the
three changes Before the Commission., John Poor asked if there
has been any changes in the application. Peter Pap, who was
present, stated that there were no changes. He also said that
when the porch is removed, they are hoping that there will be
some clues to the original design, and that they will try to
follow the original look as closely as possible,

The question wasiﬁgsed by the chairman if anyone had any strong
feeling not to take the three proposed changes as a package.
No strong feelings were voiced,

Motion was made by John Poor to vote to accept the request and

isssue a Certificate of Appropriateness to the Pap’'s on all

three requests.

Motion seconded. ‘ :

Further discussion on the motion: No further discussion.

Vote:

All in favor of the motion: Freden, Kirkman, Gravley, Poor,
Newton, Bowers.,

Not in favor: None

Abstentions: Siegel

Motion carried.

Bob Gravley mentioned that the next order of business should be

the forms so that we can issue a proper certificate to the Paps.
The Springfiel planner sent some of the various forms that they
used. The secretary passed around two of the forms (multispurpose
form for application andone form indicating decision made on a
request). These forms followed very closely in content and lay-out
the forms used by Springfield.

Motion was made to approve the forms as typed by the secretary.
Motion seconded. All in favor: unanimous vote. Motion passed
to accept the new forms.
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New Business:

Alan Bowers reported that the Historical Society needs to install
a light over the door of their building for safety. He is asking
the Commission if they(the Historical Society) need to request

a certificate, ‘

Discussion followed. Alan Bowers indicated that the light would
be recessed,

Weino Kirkman made a motion that the Historical Society be allowed
to install their lighting.

Discussion followed regarding by-laws and whether the motion as
worded was appropriate. Weino Kirkman withdraws motion.

Motion made by John Poor. I move that the Commission shall Not
consider a recessed, overhead light at the Historical Society
Building as "subject to public view.”

Motion seconded. Discussion on motion; none,

Motion carried. '

A question was asked by Peter Pap as to whether the Commission
has control over temporary political banners which have been
placed around the common? Concensus that the by-laws do not
grant any authority to the Commission on this,

The subject of the Bundshuh's restoration project sign was
brought to the attention of the Commission by John Poor. Such
a:sign is required when such funds are used for restoration,

The Bundshuh's have expressed an unhappiness over the sign.
Members present at the meeting felt that there should be no
strong opposition regarding the placement of the sign by the
Commission,’  but that when a representative from the Mass. Comm~
ission comes to speak, we should at that time express our concern
over the placement of the sign.

John Poor reported that the Article requesting funds for the
Commission has been submitted to the Town Clerk and will be
on the Warrant for the next Special Town Meeting.

Meeting adjourned:

Respectfully submitted,
/{’Ld.m;f /95?«%& %}&ﬁy—w

Mary Jane Green
Becretary

Members present:

Gravley, Greden, Kirkman, Poor, Bowers, Newton, Siegel
Not Present: Frye, Richardson, Musco

Also present: Green, Peter Pap



;minutes‘of Méeting;hgldJOGtober:ZB,‘;980-
Royalston Historic Distric Commission

. Meeting was convened by Chairman Bob Gravley at’approx1mately
- 7:30 p.m, at the Town Hall, with six members of the comm1831on
present.,
Reading of the minutes of the prev1ous ‘meeting were dispensed
with: secretary will try to send copies of mlnutes tQ chair-
man and vice-chairman before next me#ting,
Primary reason for calling this meeting is to discuss—the
.~ two new certificates of appropriateness from the Pap's concerning
~ the following changes: 1. a. install two skylights in north
shed roof and b, install three casement windos in shed.
2. build chimney which would extend 2-4' through barn-roof
on north side; chimney to extend approximately 6' high, to
be cinder block faced with brick and painted white, « -
- Discussion followed the reading of the two certificates:
--determlned that changes would be v1sable from roadway, although
’ just barely. '
-—chlmney would be made compatlble w1th two ex1st1ng chlmneles. JP
-~-question was asked to Jenny Pap regarding skylights., She
‘ stated that more light was needed. Change in window would
allow placement of counters under them. Ex1st1ng shed windows
do not allow this,
— ~--Res chlmney; Jenny Pap stated that they would llke to heat
with wood instead of relying on oil heat,
--question was asked of members if they were famlllar with
lay ‘of the land at the Paps, concerning how. obvious. the
preposed changes would be. Concern was voiced that at least
- one abutter would have clear view of changes from her house,
~--one member voiced definite concern over the proposed style
of the windows (casement) as. they are a definite departure
" from what ex1sts now in the rest of the house. .
-—Jenny Pap explained WA¢ what the windows would look like;
they would not be crank-style.
~--the commission is concernedwith the visual impression of
any changes., John Poor stated that he would like to see a
drawing which truly represented that style. .
~-question was asked if there was an over-riding reason for
casement rather than double-hung? Response from Jenny Pap
- was that existing windows do not open and that the 8space
- availble seemed to lend instelf to this- type.
--Chairman' summed up the problem that it appears that the
casement windews are. not approprlate to the perled of the
house,

Member reminder that the purpose of this partleular meetlng

is to determine whether a hearing is in order pertalnlng to

the applications

Continued discussion:

- —==why placement of chimney ln barn? Jenny Pap responded that

the outer wall of kitchen wall is next to barn,

-=-question what happened to existing- chimney use plan? Jenny
Pap reported that this plan was illegal and did not fit ggdees.



Bob Gravley commented that historicallyY, the paacement of
the chimney in the barn appears to sbe appropriate.
--major concern that the chimney should look like a secondary
chimney and not rival the two mayor existing chimneys
--Jenny Pap reported that she thought the dimensions would
be 12" by 18" with 8" flue.
-~John Poor said that he felt that we should nail down the

" " dimensions so that there would be no problem in the future,

' --Jenny Pap shid that they would try to get it as. close to
the peak as possible, . oo
-~John Poor stated that if the Paps insist on going with
" the casement style, thet he feels we would have to go with
a hearing., . " BT T
. --Bob Gravley stated that in dealing with the skylights;
there are many different styles, some which blend in with
" the exisiting structure of. an historic house, and others
which do not, Question are these to be pre-fab? :
‘--Jenny Pap reported that the skylights would be fixed, and
made ‘of wooden fram, Not sure how finished. :
-~John Poor; as long as flat and only 6" he:would have no
objection and ‘also would be willing to dispense with the
. public hearing. = " . SR R R TP
--John Poor stated that the forms should be signed by the
" applicant in the future, ‘ ' ¥ : ’ :

. Question was raised about’hearingnroutez talk briefly -

" about philosophy of # hearing: hearing does not necessarily

direct our decigsion on e way or the other, R
--Jenny Pap stated that she would be, just as happy with

double-hung windows. : - A

 Question was raised as to officaal position of Larry
Siegel. Was his resignation accepted? Secretary to convey
;this>question to Board of Selectmen. L
© Decision to have a public hearing on Monday, November 10th
at 7130 at Town Hall.  Meeting will he held after hearing.
" Discussion about the wording: Secretary will post in three
bulletin boards. ~ |

‘rebary

Bob Gravley reported that he has heard: absolutely nothing
from the Mass., Historical Society. , SR

Also, the new residents of the Johnson house, the Savoys,
have asked if they need to apply for a certificate if they
are replacing their roof and taking down the shutters for
winter project in barn. Concensus that he does not.

" Bob Gravley feels strongly that there is a need to make
up an information sheet. John Poor volunteered to make

a first draft. ; C .
Question has come up if someone asks your opinion on
whether commission needs to get involved on a particular
issue.- Comment that here is a checks and balance with
the building inspector. Comment that if asked, need to

. check with another member, S MIG



Qggaber meeting, continued,

Alan Bowers brought up the need for us to draw on outside
expertise, How do we avoid making mistakes?
How do other historie districts ascertain authenticity of

-facts, ete, ,
What procedure do we set up and proceed with to gather the

best set of facts, ,

Mass, Historie Commission should be consulted. Do they have
research library? '

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Jane Green

note: Bob Gravley has copies of application for certificates
of appropriateness,

Jenny Pap took drawings home,



- Royzlston Historic District Commission

Notess Public Hearing held Hovember 10, 1940
7130 pem. Town Hall

Subjects Pap application for 1. construction of anew chiamney on
bamn
2, construection of skylights and
two windows,

Meetinz convened by Chairman Bob Gravley at 7:40 p.m.
Applications read gloud and sketches passed smong people present.

New chimney:

-=-in barn, not in house, will be visible. application read 7°

from ridsge, north side of barn reof. brick, painted. approximate-

1y 12% x 18%, | |

Skylishtss

-=~two flat, rzised approx. 6%,

~=two windows, gréfereﬁee is casenment, 3'x30* wide, 6X%9" panes,
‘six on each side. sketches of windows, detail ef skylight
passed around, ,

~-Pater Pap sdated that there is a good chance that they may stay
with existing windows, but would be hinged and moved slightly to
the right. |

Question asked:s Is there any reason for gize of skylights?
Peter Pap snswered that they liked that size on low part of
ceiling, and that the funection of these lishte was bamsically teo
let light into a dark area,

Question from Carla Rabinogitz: she iz interested in criteria,

especially when not visible from Common.

Answer from Beob Gravley, stating thet the iy-Laws read that we

must cencern ourselves with that which is visible from &Ipuklia

way, which is Herthesst Fitzwillizm Road in this case.

John Peor stated that the nrinciple consideration in these issues
iz compatibility. |

Question asked about the brick to be used? Are they te be dame as

the brick on the other chimnays? Answer: assume that they will be

the same size.

——r
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November 10, 1930 PFap sppliecation chimney/siyvlizhts

Harold Hewton stked how high will chimney be? Answer:
thres Teet sbove the ridee, Hareld Newion is concerned that Ih
ehimney will need suide wires, and inat hasicslly he does nol obew
ject to a chimmey belns there. {commented that there hnl
enhimney in the barn on the other zide).

Purpose of the chimueys Peler Pap stated that the pazic
t o cookatove,

Comment made that the skylichts seem large in preportion (3¢"x7¢
and that they will make & larse visusl impact. Contracter present
2t the hasring sxslained detalls of skylishi,

Concern over heicsht of chimney versus narrown
perhaps the chimney sheuld be & 1ittle wi
pverhaps 1t would be more in keebing with o

Comument wede
srall arcehitecture to

have the ghimn@y wider.

General eoncensus thaet the chimney should be approximately 167x21”
when finiched. Peler Pap and caatfactsr change dinmension Tigure:
ﬁn reflect the new 14%x81” figures.

%

Comment Trosm Cene Cuuthen ghout the problems that they faeed when
F@ﬁaim? their kitohen: essentially they have dene what the Pais
have done, exbending z shed which was dark. He urded that the
cemmisgion®Thialk about neoprle who have (o live in then{ houses )"
o feelsion. Heal peeple have to live and work in

when making
these houses.,

mment from 8arla Ravinowitar Consider that all these houses
Ny,adding on of things that worked, changes which

g

i

@vﬁiv%é haphazn
nmade thinge more convenient. In 1912 Royalston was a living,
develoning, foiming community, and 1t still is doday.

John Poori..chanses have alreszdy been q?¥@=eﬁ
Jay Richardeon: Skylights are similar %o sclar panels; all sware
$het we will aventuallv have to caﬂszﬁer thase changen,

zbout the sigzn in frout of dSundschuh®s, is it

ommission members replied ves, 1t is temporary.

#s further couments, nmeetlng adjourned.
B0

regsent at meedting: Gravley, Peer, D. Hewiton, usco, Howers,

- e v & & e



