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I. Purpose of a Historic District

The purpose of our historic district is to preserve and protect
historically significant buildings and areas, to maintain and improve
the settings of those buildings, and to assure that new building w1th1n
historic areas will be compatible in design. Our historic district is
intended to provide our town with a continuing sense of its past, to preserve
for future generations the special character and beauty of at least one area
significant in the town's history or development, and to prevent the intrusion
of incongruous structures which would detract from the aesthetic and historical
values of the district and hence of the town.

It should be emphasized that the establishment of an historic district
does not prevent new building or remodeling of existing structures within
‘that district. New building can take place so long as its exterior design
is approved by the Historic District Commission set up by vote of town meeting.
Building-owners still have the right to alter the interiors of buildings in
any way they choose, and land-owners may use as they choose areas not visible
from the street. Historic district regulations by law apply only to exterior
architectural features that are visible from a public right of way and easily
visible land areas, .and in setting up an historic district a town can even’
further restrict the scope of the regulations. In any event, exceptions can
always be granted for hardship or other reasons by the Historic District
Commission. Instead of. injuring building or land-owners, an historic district
can be of real benefit to them by protedting them from decrease of values which
ill-considered and unaesthetic construction can induce. It can thus preserve
and even strengthen a town's tax base.

T The legislation providing for the setting up of historic districts in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts is the Historic District Act (Chapter 40C of the
General Laws as originally passed in 1955 and as amended in 1971). This Act
provides that the Board of Selectmen in a town may vote to establish an Historic
District Study Committee.. The Selectmen then .appoint the members of that
committee. Representatives of the local historical sociéty, of the American
Institute of Architects, and of the Massachusetts Association of Realtors shall be
solicted to be on the committee, but if not avallable the Selectmen may use their
discreation. This committee then makes a survey of historic areas and

buildings in the town and prepares a preliminary report (this document) for
submission te: theTTown Planning Board. A public hearing is them held, of which
all land-owners within the proposed historic district are given formal notice.

After the hearing the committee submits its final report to the Board of
Selectmen. An article to establish the district is then put by the Selectmen
on the warrant for town meeting, where it must be approved by a two-thirds vote.
Before the historic district bylaw finally goes into effect, it must be passed
by the Attorney-General. = At all stages of the process input from land-owners,
the Planning Board, other.town officials, and the general public is encouraged
and indeed required.A Upon passage of the historic district bylaw a Historic
District Commission is appointed by the Board of Selectmen. Local control is
assured throughout. :



The Board of Selectmen of Royalston voted before June, 1978 to appoint
a Historic District Study Committee. The first appointments were made in
that year.

II. Reasons for the Choice of Area

Using the survey of historic buildings previously compiled by the
Royalston Historical Commission:for the Massachusetts Historical Commission,
the Study Committee has concluded that the most appropriate area for a
historical district and the most necessary and valuable to protect is the area
in the very center of town. This area includes the Common and extends to include
vistas -and other important historical buildings in all directions.

The importance of restoring the common area was accurately described in a
report by Anderson Notter Associates, Inc. - '"Royalston Common-And A Plan Fer
Preservation" - September, 1974. :

Royalston Common is an indigenous early nineteenth century prototype of
a rural common that has evolved steadily from its original colonial form. In
1752, a ten acre square was laid out by absentee proprietors to straddle a
ridge near the center of the township. By 1840, the common has conformed to
the ridge and has remained unchanged to the present time. As such it is recog-
nized by architectural historians and historical surveys as the best example
of an early nineteenth century town common in Massachusetts.

Royalston Common's exemplary status is based on three parameters. First,
the shape and appearance of the common has not changed in over a hundred years.
The buildings, with four exceptions, were built in the early nineteenth century
and have a purity of architectural style. Moreover, the setting of the common -
the approaches to the town, the vistas from the town, and the encircling hills,
forests-and-open fields - is unchanged. As a result, the common appears as it
did in the 1840's in its architecture, form, and character. Second, Royalston
Common was unhampered in its growth. No unusual internal or external forces
influenced its shape. Thus, continuity of development makes Royalston's Common
prototypical of an early nineteenth century rural common that has grown from a
¢olonial form. Third, the appearance of the common is indigenous. All parts
are natural and uncontrived, and they developed in response to one another. All
buildings were designed and constructed by the local people; their style and
locations reflect the interaction with the other buildings and their owners
and the topography. Both the parts and the whole are uncontrived - Royalston
is not an assimilated museum village, but a natural example still intact.
Royalston Common is paradoxically both a prototype and a town with a distinct
rural charm of its own.

The future of Royalston Common is currently in abeyance. It is intact;
however, the loss of a building or the addition of an intrusion would greatly
endanger the integrity of the common. Royalston Common could be irretrievably
altered and thus lost to future generations. It is ironie that passivity for
a hundred years could have preserved Royalston Common, but on reaching a subtle
point in time, has turned potentially destructive.



III. History of the Common Area

In 1752 a group of Bostonians bought through auction from Worcester
County over 28,000 acres of unsettled land for 1,348 pounds. They were
required to lay out a common "for to build a meeting house, training field,
and burrying ground," to build a mill, set aside land whose revenue would
support a school, the meeting house and a minister, and to settle sixty
families with a house and a clearing. The remaining lands were the property
of the proprietors.

The initial surveying was directed by the proprietors from their monthly
meetings at the Bunch of Grapes Tavern on Long Wharf, Boston. The common,
a ten acre square was located in the near center of the township, on the back
of a ridge.

The development of the common was delayed by the French and Indian War.
The first families arrived in 1762. Then the town was incorporated in 1765,
the square common had a narrow cemetary, a crude meeting house on the north-
northeast corner and a pump and two modesthouses to the north of the common on
the top of the ridge. : '

By 1780 the population of the township had grown to 1,130. The common had
grown by four houses. Thirty years later (1810), Royalston Common had been
reinforced by several stores and a new meeting house. The more refined meeting
house was built in 1787 to reflect the new prosperity of the town. After 1800,
general stores began appearing around the common. Royalston gained a reputation:
as a market place for the surrounding towns and farms.

Royalston Common derived much of its income from a small industrial
community on the Miller's River which became known as South Royalston. Many
of the mill owners lived and spent huge amounts of money maintaining their
homes on the common.

1830 found Royalston growing and prosperous. The population had risen to
almost 1,500. The common was becoming a prestigeous place to live. Many new
homes were built and older ones remodeled. There were fewer stores and more
stately residences. By 1840 the population of Royalston reached its peak of
1,667. Over the next twenty-five years the common went through changes which
would bring it to its present state. In 1851 the church had burned, the towns-
people raised the money and effort to build a new church within a year. Five
years later a new mansard town hall was built adjacent to the church. Both
buildings were designed and supervised by Chauncey Chase, a local architect.

Since the mid 1800's very few changes have taken place on the common with
the main exception being the erection of a brick Greek Revival library in 1911
and a brick school house in 1935, Most of the significant building on the common was
accomplished by the 1840's. All building activity after the mid-century was
minor; it involved modifications, alterations for new uses or rebuilding.
Because the prosperity of the town took a downward turn after the Civil War,
when the younger generation began looking for better opportunities, the town



ceased to grow and comes to us almost unchanged.

So 1978 finds the Royalston Common a naturally evolved early nineteenth
century town probably the finest and purest example left in Massachusetts.

Paraphrase from "Royalston Common - And A Plan For Preservation',
Anderson Notter Associates, Inc.
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Iv. Boundaries
Royalston Historic District

1. Commencing on the north side of N.E. Fitzwilliam Road at a corner of
the stone wall immediately east of the Carbone house ('Barnet Bullock'),
crossing the road at that point to the south side to a stone wall thence
westerly along that wall to the N.E. corner of the land owned by Leonard
and Marie Campo.

2. Thence southerly along the stone wall and on a bearing of S 7° W until
intersecting the southerly running small stream.

3. Thence southeasterly along the stream until it meets the pond. Thence
easterly along the north edge of the pond to its dam. Thence along the
stream to where it breaches an east-west wall.

4, Thence easterly along the wall to its end. Thence southerly along a
sparce wall to its end. Thence easterly along the wall behind the "Wilcox"
house to a corner. Thence southerly along the wall to the abandoned town
highway.

5. Thence directly across the road and west toward the center of town along
the south edge of the highway to the stone wall marking the east limit of the
Turner ("Charles Deane House") property to a corner.

6. Thence westerly along & stone wall marking the southern bound of land
of Gerald Chaisson and the Raymond School and ending at the Town dump road.

7. Thence directly across the road and southerly'along a stone wall to a
corner, thence westerly along a stone wall to where it meets the stone walls
of the 0l1d Royalston Cemetery.

8. Thence westerly along the stone wall marking the cemetery bound to a corner.

9., Thence continuing west on a line of sight (270 degrees) across land of
-Katherine Cole to a stone wall, then northerly along that wall to the south
side of the Athol Road.

10. Thence across the road!to the stone wall, and then easterly toward town to
the northerly running stone wall that marks the bound between properties of
Katherine Cole and Herbert Peterson. : :

11. Thence northerly along that wall to a westerly running wall behind the
Stow house.

12. Thence westerly along that wall to an iron pipe (about 75 feet).
13. Thence northerly,along‘a line of sight'(the edge of the field and on a

bearing of approximately 010 degrees) to a stone wall running east-west and
marking the south bound of land belonging to Bundschuh (¥Rufus Bullock Mansion").

14, Thence across the wall and northerly along a stone wall to the Warwick
Road.



15. Thence across the road to a stone wall of the west edge of the Freden
("Lord Wheeler") property and thence northerly along that wall to the North
Fitzwilliam Road.

16. Thence across the road and westerly along it %o a gatepost, thence
northerly about 100 feet to the end of a northerly running stone wall marking
the west edge of the Humphrey Nash ("Goddard") property.

17. Thence along that wall and on a bearing of approximately 20 degrees across
the brook flowing easterly at the northern end of the Nash property.

18. Thence continuing northerly'along a wall marking the west bound of the
Mildred White property to an east-west running wall.

19. Thence easterly along that wall to a northerly running wall (a large oak
tree grows in the intersection of the walls).

20. Thence northerly aiong that wall to an east-west wall marking the northern
bound of the Eldora Bowers property.

21. Thence easterly along that wall to Frye Hill Road.

22. Thence directly across the road to the west side and on a bearing of 100
degrees along a line of sight (to include the Carlton Wilcox o "0ld:Frye"=to a stone
wall running north-south.

23. Thence south along that wall to the Carbone (''Barnet Bullock') property and
continuing south along the wall on the Carbone property to the starting point
on the N.E. Fitzwilliam Road.

The bounds for this proposed Historic District were chosen to include
the buildings of historic significance in the center of Royalston and the vistas
visible from the common. Where possible, the bounds are "permanent" (e.g. stone
walls). This choice of bound necessitated the inclusion of some properties of
less immediate historic significance and some lands not visible from the common.
Where no convenient "permanent" bound could be found, a line of sight to the
next identifiable point was chosen along with the approximate compass bearing.

The small tract of land in the southwest corner of the proposed District
includes a memorial nature walk.
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vI. SPECIFIC BUILDINGS k ' ’ ESRA SN

R A< The 01d Séhool Héuse, built in 1835, Greek Revival style. Now the
" Historical Society building and Post Offlce

~'21f ‘Harold Newton's House, built in 1853 by William Parke from a hat factory‘}'~
” ~owned by William. Jerrel and moved to this site in 1780. TFederal sytle.

3. The Lightning Rods, built in 1839, probably by J.E.P. Austin, Modified
© " Greek Revival style Wlth 8 square pillars. o

"“#," The Columns, built in 1838:by Moses Nichols. Ver& pure Greek Revival
. Style with four columns. T - e :

'H"S;k 'The Bastille, bullt in 1830 by the Reverend Ebenezer Perkins, Federal .
e ‘?style. Chippendale halustrade added in 1927 ' '

- ‘64 The Jonathan Sibley House with 01d Store attached. The house, Federal”
- style, was built in 1813 by Jonathan Slbley, Jr. The store was built
~ in 1872 by Obadiah Walker. Property of Royalston Academy, partlally
restored through its adaptive preservation program. :

.7;‘V‘Wh1te Heather, built about 1890 by J. Howard Lee, Federal style. Lo?éif\*
- fan over door. ST

. f8;TifA1fred Waters' Heuse, original built in 1820. This hou3e\burhéd:and wa
jfrebuxlt. ; :

"gThe Whitney chse. built about 1836 by George F.nMiller, Greek Revi
fstyle., Floor plan as- if two houses at right angles. '

vip,,_'The Goddard HouSe, built in 1802 by Captain Wllllam Raymond.;-Feaéral
‘““’,Hstyle. Beautiful mouldlng and stencxllxng.~~ R f,; SR

11;”, The Margaret Nash House, bullt about: 187#, prohably by Joseph Raymond.f,:"
ok Federal style, thh bay W1ndows. ‘ et

12, The Raymond House, built in 1825 by Solomon Fenney, Federal Style.;“"° :
~ “'fESPec1ally good flocrs. R i K o

‘The Barnet Bulleck Hause, built about 1825 by Barnet.Bullock "Federal
}tYlej-: o ‘ : < ; i SR

'"fThe Phanehaﬂ“Neut'n

‘s iaryj,b{tlt in 191 by Boutwell and amon‘af ?itchburg.
\g]The architect waa :

. ﬁ‘ Fran‘ s and Sons of Fltchburg. Modmfxed Greek

’ ualt in 1607 by Lemuel Fales, Federal style.;,'ﬁ !
s "o rear probably built in 1764, Birthplace of Alexander
: Hamilton Bullock Governor of KassachuSetts 1868-88. Lovely upstalrs ball-
S POOM with curved cerulean blue celllng., Beehive chimney, beautlful meuldlng,'
‘H~Hoses Eatcn stencillxng.- ' S ~ :




16.

17.

is.

i9.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25,

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

First Congregational Church, built in 1851 by Chauncey Chase, Greek
Revival sytle. Beautiful proportions.

Town Hall built in 1867 by Chauncey Chase. Mansard style. Quote from
"The Worcester Daily Spy", December 30, 1867: 'The building has a cupola
surmounted by an eagle and as a whole it is one of the most elegant public

edifices in the country'.
i Totassiom 1910 (80

L o
The Bacheller-Chase House,%?w? A by Chauncey Chase, Federal style.

Original house probably built in 1771.

The Pierce-Stow House, built about 1850 by William O. Brown, Federal style.
Beautiful curving bannisters.

The Adams-Burr House, built about 1855 by Elijah Nichols, Federal style with
a little Victorian bay window, 2nd floor.

The Parsonage, built shortly after 1874 when old building was removed.
Late Greek Revival ‘

@mitted'

Hearse House, built in 1858 by the town for the storage of the hearse.

Partridge House, built about 1850 by Issac Nichols moved from North-East
Fitzwilliam Road.

Fisher-Battersby House, built about 1850 by David Foster with Greek Revival
influence.

Charles Deane House, c. 1850, designed by the original owner, S. Lee in the
Greek Revival style with breezway between house and barn.

Wilcox House, Established by William Brown. 1831 shows second owner to be
Issac Prouty.

Chase House, built by Rubin Walker in the late 1700's. Owned at one time by
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Bachiller.

Obadiah Walker House, built about 1840 by Obadiah Walker with Greek Revival
influence.

0ld Parsonage, built about 1768 by Reverand Joseph Lee in Federal Style. Was
the original Parsonage and has served as the tempory town hall and a tavern.

Wells Residence, built about 1842 by Ebenezer Cheney in the 8reek Revival Style.

Captain William Chase House, built about 1843 by Architect Leonard Wheeler in
Greek Revival Style.




33.

3k,

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41,

u2.

43,

b,

‘Besty Dean Residence, built about 1845 for Besty Dean in the Greek Revival Style.

David P. Foster Residence, built about 1850 by David Foster with Greek Révival
influence.

Bartlett- Foster House, built about 1841 by Ebenezer Cheney. Barn added about 187(

Shoemaker Shop, built about 18i44 by Architect Leonard Wheeler for Colburn
and used at one time as a residence and shoemaker shop. Modified Greek Rivival.

The Anchorage, built about 1790 in the Federal Style.

Barnet Bullock Residence, built about 1857 by Barnet Bullock, Greek Revival
Style.

Joseph Sawyer Residence, built between 1830 & 1840 by Joseph Sawyer in modified
Greek Revival Style.

Danahar Residence, built sometime after 1865.

Langlois Residence, built after 1865, owned by S. Haywood on the Beers
Almanac map.

0l1d Frye House, built before 1800 by Captain John Frye in the Federal Style.

Hugh Bullock Residence, built about 1820 by Hugh Bullock in the Federal Style.

Lord Wheeler Residence, built around 1840 in the Greek Revival Style.

Elbridge & Pauline Smith
Ralph € Elsie Jewett
Parker & Eldora Bowers

"014d" Fire Station



8.
, 3g.
- 35,

386,

37,

39,

w1,

oug,

Besty Dean Residence, built about 1845 for Besty Dean in the Greek Revival Styl

David P. Foster Re31dence, bullt about 1850 by David Foster w1th Greek Révival
1nfluence.

Bartlett- Foster House, built about 18u1 by Ebenezer Cheney. Barn added about 1

Shoemaker Shop, built about 18ul by Architect Leonard Wheeler for Colburn
and used at one time as a residence and shoemaker shop. Modified Greek Rivival.

‘The‘Anchorage, builé about 17380 in the Federal Style. é5%442527

Barnet Bullock Residence, built about 1857 by Barnet Bullock Greek Revival
Style. i : ,

Joseph Sawyer Residence, built between 1830 ¢ 18“0 by Joséph Sawyer in modifled
Greek Revival Style.

“Danahar Resideﬁce;'built sometime after 1865.

Langlois Residence, built after 1865, owned by S. Haywood on the Beers
‘Almanac map.

- 01d Frye House, built before 1800 by Captain John Frye in the_?éderél Style.

5 Hugh Bullock Residence, built about 1820 by Hugh Bullock in&the Federal Styie.;

. Lord Wheeler Residence, built around 1840 in the Greek Revival Styleu -

'\ Blbr1dge € Pauline Smith
~ Ralph & Elsie Jewett oo W (Plare

'Parker & Eldora Bowers

"014" Fire Station (f Z&ééukﬂLé/ éﬁ/{00144€/)' -
v v i/ S .
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33. Besty Dean ‘Residence, built about 1845 for Besty Dean in the Greek Revival Style

34.’ David P. Foster Re81dence, built about 1850 by David Foster with Greek Révival
, in fluence. :

',35;‘- Bartlett— Fester House, built about 1841 by Ebenezer Cheney. Barn -added about 18

36,  Shoemaker Shop, built about 1844 by Architect Leonard Wheeler for Colburn
'  and used at one time as a residence and shoemaker shop. Modified Greek Rivival.

37.--  The Anchorage, bu;lt about 1790 in the Federal Style.
S &
38, Barnet Bullock Resxdence built about 1857 by Barnet Bullock Greek Revival

'1f3§} ~Joseph Sawyer Residence, built between 1830 & 1auo by Joseph Sawyer in medifled
© Greek Rev1val Style.

40, Danahar Res;.dence, built sometime after 1865.

u1, Langlozs Reszdence, built after 1865, owned by S. Haywood on the Beers
S Almanac map. . ,

\14%@(; Old Frye House, built before 1800 by Captain John Frye in ‘the Federal Style.

Hugh Bullock Residence, built about 1820 by Hugh Bullock in the Federal Style.

Lord Wheeler Residence, built around 1840 in the Greek Revival Style. L

Elbridge e Pauline Smith

' B.  Ralph £ Elsie Jewett . R T
Co Mlred Wi N S g
0. ‘TBamicer<h Eldora Bowers : ‘ ' Lol

8.{- "01d" Fire Station ~ MeVED BHAPTIST CHURLH Flenmg 54 corbmp s

This version with A, B, C, D, E matches the “Royalston Historic map” found in the
archives. These keys were later changed to 45, 46, 47, 48, 50. The comment “moved

Baptist church from SS Columns refers to another fire station once located between 18
and 22 on the Common (keys 8 and 9).

P. Humblet



VII. HISTORIC DISTRICT BY-LAW
Town of Royalston, Massachusetts

SECTION I
'PURPGSBS AND. VALIDITY

The purpose of this by-law is to promote the educatlonal, cultural, economic and general
welfare of the public through the preservation and protection of the distinctive charac-
teristics of buildings and plates significant in the history of Royalston, or significant
for their architecture, and the maintenance and improvement of settlngg for such buildings
and places and the encouragement of design compatible therew1th

For the purposes and reasons as set forth in the Massachusetts General Laws Chapter uoc,
as most recently amended, hereinafter cited as the HISTORIC DISTRICTS ACT: except for the
ordinary maintenance, repair or replacement of any exterior architectural feature which
does not involve a change in design, material, color or the outward appearance thereof,
landscaping with plants, trees,or shrubs, or meeting requirements certified by a duly
authorized public officer to be necessary for public safety because of unsafe or
dangerous condition, no bulldlng or structure within the historic dlstPlCt shall be

- constructed or altered in any way that affects its exterior features unless the Royalston
“Historic District Commission shall first have issued a certificate of appropriateness,

a certificate of non-applicability or a certificate of hardship w1th respect to such
constructlon or alteration.

The pr0v1sions of this by-law shall be deemed to be severable. If any of its prcvisions
shall be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdictxon,

 the remalnlng provisions shall continue in full force and effect.

. In case of any confllct between the wording of this text and the Massachusetts Eeneral
Laws, the Massachusetts General Laws shall govern. : :

Where this by-=law 1mposes a greater control upon setback, signs and other exterﬁallfeatures
than is imposed by other by-laws of the Town of Royalston, the provisions of this by-law
shall govern.

SECTION II-
HISTORIC DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

The locatlon and boundarles of this district are hereby established as shown on a map
entitled "Historic Dlstrlct Map of the Town of Royalston'" dated January 51979,



SECTION III
MEMBERSHIP

There is hereby establlshed under Chapter 40C of the General Laws an Hlstorlc District
Commission consisting of seven members and three alternate members, appointed by the
Board of Selectmen, including one member, where possible, from two nominees submitted

by the Royalston Historical Society, one member, where possible, from two nominees, one
of whom shall be submitted by the Massachusetts State Chapter of the American Institute
of Architects, and one member, where possible, from two nominees of the Board of Realtors
covering Royalston. Where possible, one .or more of the members shall pe a resident of

an Historic District established inRoyalston pursuant to the Historic Districts Act.®
When the Commission is first established, two members and one alternate shall be
appointed for one year, two members and one alternate shall be appointed for two years,
and three members and one alternate shall be appointed for three years. Successors shall
each be appointed for a term of three years. Vacancies shall be filled within 60 days
by the Board of Selectmen by appointment for the unexpired term. In the case of absence,
inability to act, or unW1111ngness to act because of self-interest by a member, the
Chairman shall designate an alternate member of the Commission to act for a specified
time. All members shall serve without compensation. The Commission shall elect annually
a Chairman and vice-Chairman from its own number and a Secretary from within or without
its number.

* "Addltional membershlp suggestlonS' Lawyer, pvofessional historian, additional
- pesidents of district, member of Planning Board, member of Conservation Commission,
1ndiv1duals 1nterested in historic preservation.

MEETINGS

vMeetings of the: Commlssxon shall be held at the call of the chalrman or shall b alled
at the request of two (2) members of the Commission or in such other manner as the
Commission shall determine in its rules. A majority of the members of the Commission
shall constitute a quorum. The concurring vote of a majority of the members of the
Commission shall be necessary to issue a certificate of appropriateness, a certificate
of non-appllcablllty or a certlflcate of hardship.

POWERS AND DUTIES

In passing upon matters before it, the Commission shall consider, among other things,

the historic and architectural value and significance of the site, building or structure,
the general design, arrangement, texture, material and color of the features involved,
and the relation of such features to similar features of buildings and structures in

the survoundlng area. In the case of new construction or additions to exlstlng buildings
or structures, the Commission shall consider the appropriateness of the size, scale and
shape of the same in ralation to the land area upon which the building or structure is
situated, to adjacent buildings and structures and to buildings and structures in the
surroundlng area., . , a

The Commission may, in approprlate cases, impose dlmen31onal and setback requirements
in additlon to those required by appllcable by-law.

The reconstructlon, substantially s¢m11ar in de51gn of a building, structure or exterlor
architectural feature damaged or destroyed by fire, storm or other disaster, must be
begun within one year and carried forward with due dlllgence. Before reconstruction a
certificate of appropriateness must be obtained from the Commission. If the structure is

damaged beyond repair then the owner will clear area of all debris and complete land-
scaplng to conferm w1th surroundlng area within one: year.



Powers and Duties continued

The Commission may determine from time to time after public hearing that certain
categories of exterior architectural features, colors, structures or signs, may be
constructed or altered without review by the Commission without causing substantial
derogation from the intent and purposes of this chapter.

The Commission may, after public hearing, set forth in such manner as it may determine,
the various designs of certain appurtenances, such as light fixtures, which will meet

the requirements of an historic district and a roster of certain colors of paint and
roofing materials which will meet the requirements of an historic district, but no such
determination shall limit the right of an applicant to present other designs or colors to
the Commission for its approval.

The Commission shall require appropriate drawings to show the nature and extent of pro-
posed construction or alterations.

The Commission may, subject to appropriations, employ clerical and technical assistants

or consultants and incur other expenses appropriate to the carrying out of its work,

and may accept money gifts and expend same for such purposes. The Commission may ad-
ministed on behalf of the Town any properties or easements, restrictions or other interests
in real property which the Town may have or may accept as gifts or otherwise and which

the Town may designate the Commission as the administrator thereof.

The Commission shall have, in addition to the powers, authority and duties granted to it
by this by-law, such other powers, authority and duties as may be delegated or assigned
to it from time to time by vote of a Town meeting.

The Commission shall keep a permanent record of its resolutions, transactions and deter-
minations and of the vote of each member participating thereln, and may adopt and amend
such rules and regulations not inconsistent with the provisions of the Historic District
Act and prescribe such forms as it shall deem desirable and necessary for the regulation
of its affairs and the conduct of its business. The Commission shall file a copy of

any such rules and regulations with the Town Clerk.

LIMITATIONS

The Commission shall not make any recommendation or requirement except for the purpose
of preventing developments incongruous to the historic aspects or the architectural
characteristics of the surroundings and of the Historic Distric.

The Commission shall not not consider interior arrangements or architectural features not
subject to public view.

'The Commission shall not extend its review to temporary signs, banners, streamers or
placards or temporary structures approved by special permission of the Selectmen.

The Commission shall not extend its review to events e.g. art shows, bazaars, church
fairs, which are temporary in nature.

The Commission shall not extend its review to new storm or screen doors and windows
installed in existing openings, nor to removable porch enclosures, room air conditioners,
TV antennas and similar appurtenances except as they are part of new construction,
additions or reconstruction.
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The Commission may determine from time to time after public hearing that certain
categories of exterior architectural features, colors, structures or signs, may be
constructed or altered without review by the Commission without causing substantial
derogation from the intent and purposes of this chapter.

o i
The Commission may, after public hearing, set forth in such manner as it may determine,
the various designs of certain appurtenances, such as light fixtures, which will meet
the requirements of ag historie district and a roster of certain colors of paint and
roofing materials which will meet the requirements of ah historic district, but no such—
determination shall limit the right of an applicant to present other de51gns or colors to
the Comm1s310n for its approval.

——

The Comm1551on shall require appropriate drawings to show the nature and extent of pro-

posed construction or alterations. 7 i cdnawin raed ad e propand &y ann anehada)

The Commission may, subject to appropriations, employ clerical and technical assistants

or consultants and incur other expenses appropriate to the carrying out of its work,

and may accept money gifts and expend same for such purposes. The Commission may ad-
mlnlsted‘on behalf of the Town any properties or easements, restrictions or other interests
in real property which the Town may have or may accept as gifts or otherwise and which

the Town may designate the Commission as the administrator thereof.

' The Comm1351on shall have, in addition to the powers, authorlty and dutles granted to it
by this by-law, such other powers, authority and duties as may be delegated or 3351gned
to it from time to time by vote of a Town meeting.

The Commxsszon shall keep a permanent record of its resolutions, transactions and deter-
minations and of the vote of each member participating therein, and may adopt and amend
such rules and regulatlons not inconsistent with the provisions of the Historic District
Act and prescribe such forms as it shall deem desirable and necessary for the regulation
of its affairs and the canduct of its business. The Comm1ss1on shall file a copy of
any such rules and regulations with the Town Clerk. :

LIMITATIONS

The Commission shall not make any recommendation or requirement except for the purpose
of preventing developments incongruous to the historic aspects or the architectural
characteristies of the surroundings and of the Historic Distric},

The Commlssion shall not not consxder 1nter10r arrangements or archltectural features not
subject to public view.

The Commission shall not extend its review to temporary signs, banners, streamers or
placards or temporary structures approved by special perm1331on of the Selectmen.

The Comm1531on shall not extend its review to events e.g. art shows, bazaars, church
falr&, which are temporary in nature. :

The Comm1331on shall not extend its review to new storm or screen doors and windows
installed in existing openings, nor to removable porch enclosures, room air conditioners,
TV antennas and similar appurtenances except as they are part of new constructiong
addxtlons or. reconstruction.



| 'SECTION IV
ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES
Definitions

As used in this by-law, the word "altered™ includes the words "rebuilt. reconstructed"
"restored," "removed," and "demolished," and the phrase ''changed in exterior color."

The word "building" means a combination of materials formlng a shelter for persons,
“animals or property; the word "Commission' means the commission acting as the Historic
District Commission; the word "constructed" includes the words "built," "installed,"
"enlarged" and "moved," the words "exterior architectural feature" meafi such portion

of the exterior of a building or structure as is open to view from a public street, public
way, public park or public body of water, including, but not limited, to the architectural
‘style and general avrangement and setting thereof, the kind, color, and texture of exteric
building materials, .. the color of paint or other materials applled to exterior surfaces
and the type and style of windows, doors, lights, signs, and other appurtenant exterior
flxtures and the word "structure" means a combination of materials other than a bulldlng,
1nclud1ng a sign, fence, wall, terrace, walk or driveway.

Appllcatlons

Any person who de31res to obtaln a certificate from the Commission’ shall flle with the
Commission an appllcatlon for a certificate of appropriateness, a certificate of non-
applicab&llty or a certificate of hardship, as the case may be, in such form as the

« Ccmmxsslon may reasonably determine, together with such plans, elevations, specifications,
‘m&teraal and-other lnformatlon, including in the case of demolition or removal a statement

of the. prcposed condition and appearance of the property thereafter, as may be reasonably
deémed necessary by the Commission to enable it to make a determlnation on the applxcatiou

7qub11c Hearlngs

The COmm1531on shall determlne promptly, and in all events within fourteen (14) days,
‘after the filing of an application for a certificate of appropriateness, a certificate
of non-applicability or a certificate of hardship, as the case may be, whether the
‘application involves any exterior architectural features which are subject to approval:
by the Commission. If the Commission determines that such application involves any such
features, the Commission shall hold a public hearing on such appllcatlon unless such
hearing is dlspersed w1th as herelnafter ppovided.; : .

The Comm1351on shall fix a reasonable tlme for the hearing on any application and shall
~give public notice of the time, place and purposes thereof at least fourteen (14) days
before said hearing in such manner as it may determine, and by mailing, postage prepaid,
a copy of said notice to the appllcant to the owners of all adjoining property and other
" property deemed by the Commission to be materially affected thereby as they appear on

the most recent real estate tax list of the Board of Assessors, to the Planning Board

of the Town, to any person filing written request for notice of hearings, such request

to be renewed yearly in December and to such other persons as the Comm1551on shall deem
‘entltled to notlce. , +

“As . soon as convenlent aftér such publlc hearing, but in any event WIthln sixty (60)
-.days after the filing of such application, or within such further time as the applicant
‘may allow in writing, the Commission shall make a determination on the application. If
the Commission shall fail to make a determination within such period of tlme, the
Commission shall thereupon issue a certiflcate of hardshlp



Public Hearings continued

A public hearing on an application need not be held if such hearing is waived in
~writing by all persons entitled to notice thereof. In addition, a public hearing on
an application may be waived by the Commission if the Commission determines that the
exterior architectural feature involved or its category or color, as the case may be,
is so insubstantial in its effect in the historic district that it may be reviewed by
-.the Commission without publlc hearing on the applicationj provided, however, that if
- the Commission dispenses with a public hearing on an application, notice of the
application shall be given to the owners of all adjoining property and other property
deemed by the Commission to be materially affected thereby as provided, and ten days
shall elapse after the maillngs of such notlce before the Commlssion may act upon such
appllcatlon.k - ‘

Py
Certlflcate

If the Comm1831on determlnes that the constructlon or alteratlon for which an appllcatlo
for a certificate of appropriateness has been filed will be appropriate for, or
compatible with, the preservation or protection of the historic district, the Commission
shall cause a certificate of appropriateness to be issued to the applidant. In the case
of ‘a disapproval of an application for a certificate of appropriateness, the Commission
shall place upon its records the reasons for such determination and shall forthwith
cause a notice of its determination, accompanied by a copy of the reasons therefor

as set forth in ‘the records of the Commission, to be issued to the applicant, and the
Commission may make recommendations to the applicant with respect to approprlateness of

v design arrangement, texture, material and similar features. Prior to the issuance of

any disapproval, the Commission may notify the applicant of its propQSed action accompan
by recommendations of changes in the applicants proposal which, if made, would ‘make the
application acceptable to the Commission. If, within fourteen (14) days of the ‘receipt
of such notice, the applicant files a writen modlflcatlon of his applleatxon in con-~
formity with the recommended changes of the Commission, the Commission shall- cause a
,certlflcate of appropriateness to be issued to the applicant. : i

B. NOn—ApRliCab;llty

In the case of a determination by the Commission that an application for a certificate
of ‘appropriateness or for a certificate of non-applicability does not involve any
exterior architectural features, or. involves an exterior architectural feature‘which

is not then subject to review by the Commission in accordance with the provisions of
Section III, the Comm1531on shall cause a certificate of non-applicability to be issued
to the appllcant.

Co rHardShlp

If the construction or alteration for which an application for a certificate of appro-
priateness has been filed shall be determined to be inappropriate, or in the event of

an application for a certificate of hardship, the Commission shall determine whether,
owing to conditions especially affecting the building or structures involved, but not
affecting the historic district generally, failure to approve an applicatiom will involv:
a substantial hardship, financial or otherwise, to the applicant and whether such
application may be approved without. substantlal detriment to the public welfare and
without substantial derogation from the intent and purposes of this by-law. If the
Commission detérmines that owing to such conditions, failure to approve an appllcatlon
will involve substantial hardship to the applicant and approval thereof may be made
without such substantial detriment or derogation, or in the event of failure to make a
determination on an application within sixty (60) days after the filing of the applicatic
 the Commission shall cause a certificate of hardship to be issued to the applicant.




Filing

The Commission shall file with the Town Clerk and with the Building Inspector a copy
or notice of all certificates and determinations of disapproval issued by it. Each
certificate issued by the Commission shall be dated and signed by its chairman, or such
other person designated by the Commission to sign such certificates on its behalf.

Enforcement:

No building permlt for construction of a building or structure or for alteration of an %
exterior architectural feature within the historic district and no demolition permit
for demolition or removal of a building or structure within the historic district shall
be issued by the Town or any department thereof until the certificate required by this
section has been issued by the Commission.

i
The Worcester Superior Court Sitting in equity shall have jurisdiction to enforce the
provisions of this by-law, and the determinations, rulings and regulations issued pursuant
thereto, and may, upon the petition of the Board of Selectmen or of the Commission,
restrain by injunction violations thereof; and, without limitation, such Court may
order the removal of any building, structure. or exterior architectural feature constructed
in violation thereof, or the substantial restoration of any building, structure or
exterior architectural feature altered or demolished in violation thereof, and may issue
such other orders for relief as may be equitable. ’

Penalties

Whoever violates any of the provisions of this by-law shall be punished by a fine of not
less than ten dollars nor more than five hundred dollars. Each day during any portion

of which a violation continues to exist shall constitute a separate offense:unless adéquate
progress is being made toward the correction of the violation.

| SECTION V. i
APPEALS | ~ S

Any ‘applicant aggrleved by a determlnatlon of the Commission may, within twenty (20)
days after the filing of the notice of such determination with the Town Clerk, file a-
written request with the Commission for a review by a person or persons of competence
and experience in such matters, designated by the regional planning agency of which the
Town is a member. The finding of the person or persons making such veview shall be
filed with the Town Clerk within forty-five (45) days after the request, and shall be
binding on the applicant and the Commission, unless a further appeal is sought in the
Superior Court as provided in the following section. :

Any applicant aggrieved by a determination of the Commission, or by the finding of a y
person or persons making a review may, with twenty (20) days after the filing of such
determination with the Town Clerk, appeal to the Worcester Superior Court sitting in
equity. The Court shall hear all pertinernt evidence and shall annul the determination
of the Commission if it finds the decision of the Commission to be unsupported by the
evidence, or to exceed the authority of the Commission, or may remand the case for
further action by the Commission or make such other decree as justice and equity may
require. The remedy provided by this section shall be exclusive; but the parties shall
have all rights of appeal and exception as in other equity cases. Costs shall not be
allowed against the Commission unless it shall appear to the Court that the Commission
acted with gross negligence, in bad faith or with malice in the matter from which the
appeal was taken. Costs shall not be allowed against the party appealing from such
determination of the Commission unless it shall appear to the Court that the appellant
acted in bad faith or with malice in making the Appeal to the Court.



'SECTION VI
BY-LAW AMENDMENTS R o ~ i
Any. by-law creatlng an hlstorlc district may, from time to time, be amended in any
manner not inconsistent with the provisions.of the Historic Districts Act by a two-
thirds vote of a Town meeting, provided that the substance of such amendment has first
been submitted to the Historic District commission having jurisdiction over such

district for its recommendation and its recommendation has been recelved or szxty
(60) days have elapsed without such reccmmendatlon. :

No by-law creatlng an historic district, ‘or changlng ‘the boundarles cf.an historic
district, shall become effect1Ve until a map or maps Setting forth the boundaries

of the historic dlstrlct, or the change in the boundaries thereof, has been filed
with the Town Ciérk and has been recorded in the Worcester District Reglstry of Beeds.

An hlstorxc dlstrlct may: be enlarged or reduced or an. addltlonal hlstorlc dlStPlCt S
in the town created in the manner provided for creation of the initial district,’
except that (a) in the case of the enlargement or reduction. of an existing historic
district the investigation, report and hearing shall be by the Histéric District
Commission havxng jurlsdlctlon over such historic district instead of by a study e
commlttee, (b) in the case of creation of an additional historic district the investiga-
~ tion report and hearing shall be by the Historic District Commission of the Town, instead
' of by a study committee unless the Commission recommends otherwise; and (c¢) if the
district is to be reduced, written notice as above provided of the Commlssion 8
,_‘?hearmng on the proposal shall be glven to said owners. of each property ln the dLStrict.~

L 1ng an historic ‘district adopted by the Town under !hormt
stricts Act, amendments thereto, maps and historic dxstvxcts ; _
SRR o : | annual ‘reports and other publications of commissions, and rcstavs m

”Afimembe Shlp therezn,'shall be flled with the Massachusetts Hlstorical Commlssian. o

Royalston Hlstorlc Distrlct Stud  Gomm1ttee{
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+ COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
ilnn ¥ Office of the Secretary of State
, MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
HlSTOR'CAL Boston, Massachusetts

02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

{
\

November 20, 1979

Mr. Arthur Platt, Chairman
Historic District Study Commission
c/o Countryside Realty

253 E. Main Street

Orange, MA 01364

Dear Mr. Platt:

At its November 14, 1979 meeting, the Massachusetts Historical Commission
voted unanimously to approve the preliminary study report for the proposed
Royalston Common Historic District. The area is remarkable for its lack

of intrusions, quality of architecture, setting and vistas; it is one of
the state's best preserved early nineteenth century commons characterized
primarily by the Federal and Greek Revival style, the buildings were erected
by the owners of the mills in South Royalston.

Two recommendations were made by the Massachusetts Historical Commission.
First, since Royalston lacks an historical commission, the Commission

suggests that the Historic District Commission also take on the powers

and duties of an historical commission as provided in Section 8d of Chapter 40,
MGL. Second, to protect the open space within the proposed district, the
Historic District Study Commission should explore, with the Conservation
Commission if one exists, the acquisitions by the town, of conservation ease-
ments.

The Masschusetts Historical Commission supports the creation of a local

historic district around Royalston Common and commends the Historic District
Study Commission for the preparation of an excellent study report.

Singerely,

Patricia L. Weslowski
Executive Director

PLW/ED/mt
enc.
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Office of the Planning Board
" ROYALSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01368

December 28, 1979

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Royalston Historic District
Study Committee
Thursday, January 17th, 7:30
Raymond School Cafeteria

Royalston Center
Presentation of Proposed Bylaws making Royalston Center a Historic District.

ObJSR;NKPéaﬂW

Arthur H.Platt
Chairman



Royalston Historic Study Commission

Mrs. Virginia Frye
Town Clerk
Royalston, MA

Dear Mrs. Frye:

The Royalston Historic Study Commission hereby confirms that notice of
the January 17, 1980 public hearing on the proposed bylaws for the creation
of a Historic Districtwas published in the Athol Daily News on December 29,
1979,

Also, all residents and property owners within the boundries of the
proposed district were either hand delivered or mailed a complete copy of
the Prellmxnary Proposal and the Public Hearing Notice.

Sincerely,

(it Ol

Arthur H. Platt, Chairman
Historic District Study Commission



Royalston Historic Study Commission

Mrs. Virginia Frye
Town Clerk
Royalston,  MA

The. study commission unamimously recommends that the town meeting accept
the proposed bylaws setting up a Historic District in our town. The bylaws
are included in the final report of our committee which we hereby convey.

Gt P Lt

Colleen R. Richardson, Secretary Arthur H. Platt, Chairman
Royal M. Frye Allan W. Bowers
Lillis Bowers ' Maxine E. Wilcox

Pauline C. Smith



Royalston Historic Study Commission

Mrs. Virginia Frye
Town Clerk
Royalston, MA

Dear Mrs. Frye:

The Royalston Historic Study Commission hereby confirms that notice of
the January 17, 1980 public hearing on the proposed bylaws for the creation
of a Historic Districtwas published in the Athol Daily News on December 29,
1979, , :

Also, all residents and property owners within the boundries of the
proposed district were either hand delivered or mailed a complete copy of
the Preliminary Proposal and the Public Hearing Notice.

Sincerely,

(it O

Arthur H. Platt, Chairman
Historic District Study Commission
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particular historic district. The Attorney General must take 'action‘ on
the by-law within ninety days; if that period elapses without such_

~action, the by-law may be assumed to have the Attorney General's ap-

proval. Materials which must be submltted to the Attomy Generalf*
1nc1ude the following 1tems : . ; e

J a. All documents cert:.ﬁed or attested by Tom Clerk under seal of
the Town. L o , o

j b. Vote of Selectmen establlshmg HlStOI‘lC D:Lstrlct Study Commttee
J c. Certificate that menbers were duly appam’ced as. prov1ded by Gen- ‘

- eral Laws, Chapter 40C, Sectmn 4, glvmg names and grotq:
sented 1f any. :

J d. Prellmnary report of the Study Conmttee

e. Certlflcate that coples of the report in the form requlred, g

. were submitted to: Local Planning Board and Massachusetts His-

- torical Commission. The certlflcate should mdlcate the date of
\'»transmttal of the report. : ; . (

\ ;?'f[._xCopy of notice of public heanng by the Study Conunlttee and fcertl-y'

- fication of how notice was given, including certlflcatlo' 1 SRR

- it was sent in writing to the owners of all ‘ ie
“%}'fcluded in the district. : : :

g. Final report with recommendations of the Study Commttee a{ndw' B
. draft by-law as submitted to the Town Meetmg, signed by the mem-
bers of the Coxmmttee with attestat hat the Te members of

. such Commttee :

~ h. Copy of article in the Town Meetlng warrant ceverlng the subgect

i. The date and manner by which notice of the warrant was glven to
the citizens and whether the notice cen;alzed with the tewn by-laws

| j. A statement of the action taken on the artlc:le at the Town Meet~
~ ing including the number of votes in the affirmative and the
“  tive and a statement that a quorum (1f requ:Lred) was present

k. Two coples of the by—law as adopted

1. Two copies of a map in file size (not larger than 24 1nches by 36
inches and preferably smaller) with proper legend showing the his-
toric district. Thls may be on the exlstmg zonlng map 1f y u
have one. , .




