


 

 

R o b e r t  Wi n t h ro p  Ad ams  was  b o rn  in  R o ya l s t o n ,  

MA  o n  Oc t .  17 ,  18 81 ,  son  o f  Dr .  F ran k  W.  Ad a m s  

an d  Fan n i e  R u s s e l l  C h ase ,  d au gh t e r  o f  C h au n c y 

an d  C a ro l i n e  (Mo rs e )  Ch as e .  

He  g rad u a t ed  f ro m t h e  Cu s h i n g  Acad em y i n  1 9 0 0  

an d  f ro m t h e  Wo rces t e r  P o l yt ech n i c  In s t i t u t e  i n  

1 9 04 ,  w i t h  t h e  d egree  o f  B ach e l o r  o f  S c i en ce .  He  

en gaged  w i t h  t h e  Gen e ra l  E l ec t r i c  C o mp an y an d  i n  

1 9 13  b ecame  a  man age r  i n  P ro v i d en ce  R . I .  

Th e  i n f o rma t i o n  ab o ve  i s  ex t r ac t ed  f ro m t h e  b ooks  

o f  L . B .  C as we l l  and  H . C.  B a r t l e t t .  We  d o  no t  kno w 

t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  c a ree r .  

In  1 9 0 6  h e  mar r i ed  P au l i n e  Wh i t n e y o f  

As h b u rnh am.  Th e y h ad  2  ch i l d ren ,  Wi n t h ro p  

Wh i t n e y Ad ams  an d  Mar ge r y Ad ams .  He  d i ed  o n  

S ep .  2 9 ,  19 69 .  He  i s  b u r i ed  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  in  t h e  

Lawren ce  B ro o k  cem e t e r y  i n  R o ya l s t o n .  

In  ad d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  b ro chu re  h e  a l s o  co n t r i b u t ed  an  

i n d ex  o f  n ames  ap p ea r i ng  i n  t h e  18 6 5  R o ya l s t o n  

Memo r i a l  b y  A l e xan d e r  H .  B u l l o ck .  

Th i s  6 ”  x  9 ”  b o o k l e t  was  s can n ed  t o  t ex t  i n  

No vemb er  2 0 1 4 .  E f f o r t s ,  p e rh ap s  s t i l l  i n su f f i c i en t ,  

we re  mad e  t o  r ep ro d u ce  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s p e l l i n g  and  

l i n e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  

P i e r r e  A .  Hu mb l e t   
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FOREWORD 

A  bu i ld ing,  l i ke  a  human  be ing ,  gr ows  o ld  wi th  the  pass ing ye a rs .  When  our 

p resent  meet ing-house  reached the r ipe  age  of  95  i t  was  eviden t  tha t  an  ex tens ive  

program of repairs  was sorely needed  

At the Annual Parish Meet ing in  January 1947 a comprehensive p lan of  repairs  
and  improvements  was  presented and adopted.  The Parish Board  of  Trustees ,  num -

b e r in g  t h r e e ,  was  en la r ged  t o  a  r ep r ese n t a t i ve  g r oup  o f  n ine  kn own  a s  th e  R ep ai r  

and Improvement  Commit tee .  They were : Llewel lyn S.  Bolton,  Wi l liam F.  Bowers ,  

El liot t  B.  Chase,  Mrs.  Roger C.  Chase,  Rev.  Frederick  W.  French,  W. Russell  Frye,  

Miss Mary E. Raymond, Elbridge A. Smith,  Cli fford  H.  Wilcox. 

During the ensuing five years this Committee,  with but two losses, one by with-

drawal  and  one  by death ,  sought  to fu l fi l l  the  wishes  of  the Parish  (which in  1950 

m e r ged  wi th  th e  Chu r ch  o r gan i z a t i on)  in  re s t o r in g  an d  i mpr ov i n g th e  h ouse  o f  

worship. 

Th e  f i r s t  majo r  t as k  o f  the  Commi t t ee  was  to  c onduct  a  f inanc ia l  d r i ve  fo r  a  

goa l of $15,000 est imated sufficient for  the enti re project .  Planned by the Commit tee 

and  d i rec t ed  b y the  Re v.  Har o ld  W.  Cur t i s  o f  Green fi e ld ,  a  to t a l  o f  $17 ,500  was  

pledged. 

Actua l  c ons t ruc t ion  wor k  was  be gun  wi th  the  pa in t ing o f  the  ou t s ide  o f  the 

bu i ld ing  in  Augus t ,  1947  and  a  ye ar  la t e r ,  Octobe r  16 ,  1948 ,  the  Fe l lowsh ip  Ha l l  

was dedicated.  

Due to the unforeseen expense of res toring  the grani te  foundation wal ls  and the 

rapid rise in  the cost  of material and labor,  all  avai lable  funds were exhausted. In 
consequence the  work was  interrupted  with  the  except ion of  rebui lding the  organ .  

As  1952 approached  it  was  hoped that  the centennial  year  of the Meeting-House 

mi gh t  be  observed  b y the  reded ica t i on  o f  the  comp le te ly  renovated  bu i ld ing.  The  

newly const i tu t ed  Church  organizat ion at  i t s  Annual  Meet ing in  October  1951  re -

a p p o i n t ed  th e  R e p a i r  a n d  Im p r ove m e n t  C om m i t t e e  wi t h  au t hor i t y  t o  p r oc e e d  wt h  

th e  p r oj ec t  as  funds  b ec a me  a va i l ab le .  In  J anu ar y o f  1 952  on  th e  oc c as i on  o f  th e  
100th Anniversary of  the dedicat ion  of the present  edifice,  a  preparatory service was 

he ld  and p lans  la id  for  a  Centennia l  observance in  the  coming Summer.  Soon aft e r  

th is  the  Pastor  volunteered  to  t ry  and secure  approximate ly $2500 to  complete  the 

overa l l  Project  as  origina l ly adopted  by the Parish.  This  was  gradua l ly accomplished 

by generous sums from the Ladies Benevolent Society, the Benefit  Social Committee,  

Young People 's  Pi lgrim Fellowship, Athol merchants,  manufacturers  and  profess ional 
m en ,  and  ou r  "Af f i l i a t e d  M em be r s ".  Th us  the  C omm i t t ee  was  e na b led  t o  c omp le t e 

i t s  wor k o f  res t or ing  and  beau t i fying  the  Church  bu i ld ing.  The  majo r  un i t s  o f  the  

over -a l l  p lan  of repai rs  and improvements  inc lude :  outs ide  of  bui lding repainted ; 

foundation  wall  res tored and reinforced; Fe llowship Hall wi th  s tage and  arrangement 

for six Church School  classes; new heating, electrical and water  systems; completely 

equipped modern kitchen and  two  lavatories ; the 90  year old  Johnson organ enti rely 

rebui lt ,  improved,  and  equipped  with  e lectr i c  b lower ;  Audi torium redecorated and  

chancel and electrical  fixtures improved.  

Speci a l  men t ion  shou ld  be  made  he re  of  Miss  Mary  E.  Ra ym ond ,  Sec re ta r y  o f 

t h e  R e p a i r  a n d  Im p r ov e m e n t  C om m i t t e e  u n t i l  h e r  i l l n e s s .  S h e  l a b o r e d  d e v o t e d l y  

and enthusias tically for  the progress  of the project  and a large share of  i t s  success  is  

due to  her  e ffor t s .  We pay gra te fu l  t r ibute  to  her  memory.  

As  Chairman of the Committee  the Pastor  thanks  all  the members  for  their  con -

t inuous and fa i th fu l  se rvice  in  res toring and  beaut i fying our  cen tu ry -o ld  Meet ing-

House,  It  s t ands  today as  a monument  to the ir  e ffort .  

Frederick W. French, Pastor  
Chairman of Committee  

Royalston, Massachusetts 

July 25, 1952  



 



 

 

The Story Of A M e e t i n g - Ho u s e  
TH U R S D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  1 5 ,  1 8 5 2  w a s  a  r e d - l e t t e r  d a y  i n  a n  o l d  N e w  

England  town ,  for  on  tha t  day was  dedicated  to  the  se rvice  and  worship  of  God the 

new and graceful meeting-house of the First  Parish or Congregational Society in Roy -

alston,  Massachusetts .  This  bui lding was the  fourth  of i ts  kind to dignify the "public 

square" es t ab l ished by the  fores ighted  Propr ie tors  in  the  cente r  of  the  townsh ip ,  so 

th i s  s tor y p r oper ly  be gins  wi th  the  la yin g ou t  o f  the  pub l i c  square  and  the  bu i ld ing 

of the first  meeting-house. 

Th e  o r i gi na l  pu b l i c  s qua r e  c ons i s t ed  o f  a  t en -a c r e  p la t ,  fo r ty  r od s  on  a  s ide .  
The  su rveyors  la id  i t  out  in  1762,  foursquare with  the point s  of  the magnet i c com -

pass ,  in  the northwes t  corner  of  Lot  No.  3  of  the Propr i etors '  Grant s .  The  s i t e  was 

well chosen,  since it occupied the center of a level plateau, a rare feature in the hilly 

topography of Royals ton ,  and commanded a  p leasing view of  nearby Li t t le  Pond,  

ne i ghbor ly  Fr ye  Hi l l ,  and  d i s tan t  Grand  Monadnoc k.  The  p la t  was  la id  ou t  "fo r  to  

b u i ld  a  m e e t i n g  h ou s e ,  t r a i n i n g  f i e ld  a n d  b u r y i n g  g r o u n d . "  F o r  n e a r l y  t w o  h u n -

dred years it  has served its original purpose  as a center for the social,  civic, and relig ious 

activities of the  town. 

On the east er ly border of  th is  pub lic  square  s tood  the  fi rs t  meet ing-house ,  bui lt  

for  the Proprietors  in 1764  by Capt .  Benjamin  Ballard  at a  cost  of £200, toward which 

S i r  I s a a c ,  R o ya l  c on t r i b u t e d  £2 5  i n  17 52 .  M an y ye a r s  l a t e r  t h e  R e ve r e n d  E .  W.  

Bullard, in his Historical Discourse  in  Commemoration of the One Hundredth Anni-

v e r s a r y  of the First Congregational Church in Royalston, was to describe this first  

h ou s e  a s  "d e s t i t u t e  o f  e x t e r n a l  p r e t e n s i on s  o r  i m p os i n g  i n t e r n a l  a p p o i n t m e n t s . "  

The bui lding was "45 feet  long,  35 feet  wide and 20 feet  s tud" and  faced the public 

sq ua r e .  The r e  we re  "h or s e  s t a b les " t o  th e  n or th  and  t o  th e  s ou th  o f  th e  me et in g -

house and  a cemetery in  the  rear .  

In  1771  the  pub l i c  square  became no longer  square  but  rec tangu lar .  The  p ro-

pri etors  sold  the  western port ion of  the common land to the newly -ar r ived doctor ,  for 

a  homestead .  They made a  good  t rade ,  for  S tephen Batche l le r  tu rned  ou t  to be  a 

t remendous asset  to the town  in i ts  format ive years .  Three years  later  the Proprietors 

sold to Parson Lee the cemetery lot at the rear of  the meeting-house, in exchange for  a  

larger and more suitable lot on  the Athol road.  

As an offset  to these losses  in  acreage the town acquired by purchase in 1802 a 

good ly ex tension  of  the  Common toward  the nor th .  A  smal le r  extension toward the 

sou th  occurred  in  1835  by deed  of  gi f t ,  perhaps  th rough  the in fluence  of  Luc y and 

Sarah Lee,  s ince the t ract  had once been their  father 's  garden,  down which  the good 

parson walked  to off ici ate at  the  meet ing -house .  So the present  Common is  no longer 

in  the form laid  out  by the Proprietors,  nor has  it  qui te  as many acres ,  but  i t  is  more 
gracefu l  in  shape  and  bet te r  sui ted  to  the  needs  of  the  community.  Those  who love  i t  

are sure i t  has few equals and no superiors  among the vi llage greens of New England.  

Our  map shows the centra l and souther ly port ions  of  the Common,  wi th  neighbor -

ing s t ruc tu res  as  the y ex i s t ed  in  1852 .  Names  a re  th ose  o f  the  p r oper t y  owne rs  in  

1852 and dates  are those  in  which they or  their  predecessors  bui lt  the houses  upon 

acquiring the property.  Where. two dates appear, the later  one signalizes extensive al-

terations  by the 1852 owner.  Most  of the data came out  of research at  the Worcester 

County Regist ry of Deeds and from local surveys; the res t is a matter of  record in the 
Town h i s tor i es  and  other  documents .  Th i s  l i t t l e  map  i s  mer e ly  a  b lac k -and -whi t e 

"s t i l l" of the colorful,  ever -shifting s tage upon which four Royals ton meeting -houses 

have p layed thei r  s igni fi cant  roles  in  the  socia l  and spi r i tua l l i fe  of the town.  



 

 

In  1795 the forward -looking Proprietors  voted "to bui ld  a new Meet ing House. " 

The  fol lowing year  they voted  "to  have  the  new Meet ing House  on  the  west  s ide  of  

the  common  opp os i t e  the  o ld  one . " The y a lso  vot ed  "t o  see  i f  t he  t own  wi l l  accep t  

the plan of the Bolton Meet ing House as produced by the committee  excepting that a 
c u p o la  b e  e r e c t e d  i n s t e a d  o f  a  S p i r e . "  I t  s e e m s  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  p l a n  w a s  

accepted ,  so i f  we wish to  see what  Meet ing -House No.  2  may have  looked  l ike  we 

have but to open the H i s t o r y  o f  Bo l to n  at page 65 and imagine that the  building pic-

tured there has a cupola ins tead of a spire—and no portico,  for the Bolton  portico was 

added in  1844 -45.  

His tory records  that  the Bolton meet ing -house was "fi fty-s ix  feet  long,  and the 
Width in  Handsom proport ion thereto, " but  i t  was  a plain  s t ructure,  as  originally bui lt .  

It  had no pi llared portico or  towering steeple,  but i ts counterpart,  the second  meeting-

house  in  Royals ton,  erected  in  1797,  was "great ly in  advance of  the  fi rs t , "  according 

to Reverend Bullard and is glowingly referred to by Parson Lee in his  Ha l f -Cen tu ry  

D i s c o u r s e  of 1818 as "the present elegant  house." No doubt  it  seemed  elegant to him, 

in  comparison  to the rugged s impli ci ty of  Meet ing -House  No.  1 ,  where  he embarked 

on his long and fruit ful Royalston ministry.  

Meet ing-House No.  2  faced the south.  Perhaps the Propr i etors  faced  i t  that  way 

ou t  of  deference  to  the  wishes  of  Parson  Lee .  We can  a lmost  see  him at  h is  s tudy 

window,  due  south  of  the  chosen  s i te ,  t aking note  of  the  p rogress  of  the  bui ld ing.  

When it  was completed, how he must have enjoyed looking at i ts beni gn facade, right  

opposite his own front door. When the big church doors were opened  before a service 
perhaps he could,  from his  own doors tep,  look ins ide the building and  even catch a 

glimpse of his  beloved pulpi t .  As the worshippers  began to arr ive,  by  carryal l ,  on 

horseback,  or  on foot ,  he could probably identi fy them  —  the distance was  so short .  

Then he could, if need be, tailor his remarks to fit  his prospective  audience as,  with 

p leasu rab le  an t i c ipa t ion ,  he  be t ook  h imse l f  down the  C omm on to  min i s t e r  t o  h i s  

devoted flock.  

Meet ing-House No.  2  was  kep t  in  good repa i r  by the town,  accord ing to  Rev -

erend Bullard, and served i ts purpose faithfully for  forty -three years , with only two 
recorded  improvements .  In  1811  a  be l l  was  hung and  in  1819  i t  was  found  necessary 

to increase the seating capacity of the audience room by the addi tion of  four pews on 

each side of the gallery and five pews on the lower f loor,  "the  north  pew on the west 

side of the pulpit  to be reserved for  old people. " In this preferred  location they could 

more dis tinct ly hear the words  of Parson Lee and at  the same time  set  a  good example 

in conduct for the livelier  members of the congregation.  

Twenty years later the town was approaching the peak of its  population (1,667 in 

1840) and the leaven o f progress  was at  work.  At  a  meet ing of  the Firs t  Parish  or 
C on gr e ga t i on a l  S oc ie t y  i n  1 839 ,  d u r in g th e  p as t o r a t e  o f  Eb ene z e r  P er k ins ,  i t  was  

Vo t ed  t o  cho o se  a  co mmit t ee  t o  t ake  int o  co ns id er a t io n t he  p r o pr ie t y o f mo v ing  a nd  

r e p a ir ing  t h is  ho u s e  o r  t o  t a k e  t h is  d o w n a nd  bu i ld  a  ne w  o ne  a nd  t o  s e e  w he r e  t he y  c a n  

o bt a in  la nd  t o  p u t  o ne  o n e t c .  a nd  t o  ma k e  r epo r t  a t  a n a d jo u r ne d  me e t in g  f r o m  t h is  a nd  

a l s o  t o  e xp la in  t o  t he  P a r is h  t h e  mo s t  p r o p e r  a nd  c o n v e n ie n t  p la n  fo r  a  me e t in g  ho u s e .  

C ho s e  Jo s e p h  S a w ye r ,  D a n i e l  H u bba r d ,  S a lmo n  Go d d ar d ,  E lme r  N e wt o n,  Sa mu e l  M o r s e ,  

J a me s  C la r k ,  G e o r g e  P e i r c e ,  G e o r g e  F .  M i l l e r ,  W i l l i a m C h a s e  a n d  J o n a t h a n  G a le  a  

c o mmit t e e  fo r  s a id  pu r po s e .  

On January 1 ,  1840 the commit tee made the fol lowing report :  

A g r e e d  t h a t  t h i s  P a r i s h  n e e d  a  n e w  h o u s e  a n d  lo c a t e d  in  a  d i f f e r e n t  s p o t .  W e  t h in k  

i t  a d v i s a b le  t o  s e t  i t  w e s t  o f  t he  p r e s e n t  ho u s e  a nd  t he  f r o n t  e ve n  w it h  t he  f r o n t  o f  t he  

s t a b l e s  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  r u n n in g  w e s t  i n t o  D r .  B a t c h e l l e r ' s  l a n d .  W e  h a v e  l i b e r t y  f r o m  t h e  

D r .  t o  sa y t ha t  he  w i l l  g iv e  t he  la nd  t o  s e t  t he  ho u s e  o n ,  a nd  w i l l  s e l l  l a nd  s u f f i c ie n t  t o  

bu i ld  a s  ma n y  s t a b l e s  o n  a s  t he y ma y  w i s h  t o g e t he r  w it h  a  s u f f i c i e n t  s p a c e  a r o u nd  t he  

ho us e  so  t ha t  it  sha l l  no t  exc eed  $5  a  s t a b le  fo r  30  s t a b le s  p r o v id ing  t he  o ld  s t ab le s  a r e  

r e mo ve d .  Vo t e d  t o  a cc e p t  t he  r epo r t  o f  s a id  c o mmit t e e  so  fa r  a s  r e g ar d s  bu i ld ing  a  ne w  

h o u s e  a n d  in  a  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e .  

Th e ch oice  o f  the  ne w loca t ion ,  wi th  the  bu i ld ing fac ing  eas t ward  t oward  a 

Common busy with  ac t ivi ty at  that  t ime ,  was a s t roke  of  genius  on the  part  o f  the  

commit tee.  Perhaps they were he lped to reach their  wise decis ion by the Reverend  





 

 

Perkins , whose spacious  residence, almost di rect ly across  the. Common, would then 

provide him with  a direct  front view of the scene of his pastoral labors , such as was 

enjoyed by his predecessor in office, Parson Lee.  

At any rate,  the present  site is ideal for this  public bui lding and we should banish 

the unworthy thought  that  some future  parson,  l iving for  example in  the ancient  Wil -

liam Raymond house at the very north end of the Common, might wish to bring the 
meet ing-house back to the center  of the Common and twis t i t  around another quarter 

turn so that he too could drink in  its  beauty from his  own front  doorstep.  That  di re 

possibi li ty was eliminated in 1874 by the establishment,  at  the south end of the Com -

mon,  of  a  permanent  off ici a l res idence  for  the parson,  from which  the  nob le  front  of  

the meeting-house is sti ll plainly visible  — when the leaves are off the trees.  

After  further  deliberation  the commit tee reported:  

We t h ink  t ha t  t his  ho use  mig ht  be  mo ved  o n to  t he  p ro po sed spo t  and  t he  wes t  end 

u nd e r p in ne d  w it h t he  s t o ne s  t ha t  a r e  no w u nd e r  i t .  And  p u t  in  a  ne w f lo o r  so  t ha t  i t  w i l l  

ha ve  t we n t y fe e t  fo r  t he  ho u s e  a nd  t he  r e ma ind e r  fo r  t he  ve s t r y a nd  c u t  t he  s id e  po s t s  o f f  

a t  t he  t o p  o f  t he  ve s t r y a nd  bu i ld  t he  s id e s  u p  w it h  s t o ne s  a nd  p u t  1 4  fe e t  o n  t o  t he  e a s t  

e nd  fo r  t he  e nt r y a nd  be l f r y a nd  t ake  t wo  t h ir d s  o f t he  lo wer  r o o m fo r  t he  Sa bba t h S c ho o l.  

This  concise report  was  accepted by vote of the Parish, January 15, 1840 and 

summarizes our official data on  the structural plans for Meeting -House No.  3. Some 

unspeci fi ed archi tect  —  presumably Chauncy Chase  —  must  have had a hand in  the 

ac tua l  reconst ruc t ion ,  s ince  the  Reverend  Bu l la rd s t a tes  that  the  p revious  s t ructu re  

was  removed  and  "rebu i l t  a f t er  a  more  modern  model . " He  goes  on to  say,  in  h is  

Historical  Discourse  of  1866,  "the dedicat ion occurred Dec.  16,  1840 ; and in  his 

sermon on the occasion —  a published copy of which now lies before me —  the pastor, 

Rev.  Mr.  Perkins ,  pronounces  i t  a  'nob le  and beaut i fu l  house,  *  *  every way adapted 

to  the high purpose  for  which  i t  was  des igned. '  " I t  su rvived on ly t en  more  years  in  

i t s  new locat ion  when i t  was dest royed by fi re  and the undaunted community made 

i mm edi a t e  p lans  fo r  i t s  r ep lac em en t ,  a s  d u t i fu l ly  r e c ord ed  in  th e  P a r i sh  re c ords :  

O n  t h e  mo r n in g  o f  J a n .  1 5 ,  A . D .  1 8 5 1  t h e  me e t in g  h o u s e  w a s  b u r n e d  d o w n  t h e  f i r e  

was  d isco ver ed  at  abo ut  2  o 'c lo ck  no  cause  o f o r ig in o f t he  f ir e  co u ld  be  t r aced  and  it  i s  

s u p p o s e d  i t  w a s  d o ne  b y  in c e nd ia r y  o r  i n c e nd a r ys .  

T he n o n t he  14 t h  o f Mar c h 1851  t he  fo l lo w ing  o r ga n iza t io n a nd  ag r ee me nt  w a s  fo r med  

f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  m e e t i n g  h o u s e : —  

We  who  have  her eunt o  subscr ibed  o ur  na mes  c it ize ns  o f Ro ya ls t o n fee l ing  des ir o us  o f 

bu i ld ing  a  mee t ing  ho use  in  p lace  o f t he  o ne  r ecent ly bu r ned  do wn do  her eby vo lunt a r i l y  

be c o me  a s so c ia t ed  a nd  fo r m a  mu t ua l  c o mp a n y fo r  t he  p u r po s e  o f bu i ld i ng  s a id  me e t ing  

house under  t he  fo l lo wing  sca les  and fo r m o f o rgan izat io n  —  f ir st  t here  sha l l be  a meet ing  

ca l led  to  choo se  an act ing  bu i ld ing  and  f ina nc ia l co mmit t ee  who se dut y sha l l be  t o  co nt r act  

fo r  mat e r ia ls  and  t he  bu i ld ing  o f sa id  ho use in  ma nner  fo r m and  s ize  l ike  unto  t he  fo r mer  

ho u s e  w it h  b a s e me n t  o r  ve s t r y u nd e r  t he  s a me  w it h  w a l l s  bu i l t  o f  s t o ne  a s  b e fo r e  w it h  

s t o ne  s t e p s  a nd  r e c e s s  s t o ne  a nd  f r o n t  s t o ne  a s  be fo r e  a nd  in  e ve r y  w a y  s im i l a r  t o  t he  

fo r mer  ho use  lea v ing  o ut  t he  s inger s  ha l l  so  ca l led  a nd  sub jec t  t o  such o t her  a lt e r at io ns  o f  

i n s id e  w o r k  a nd  f in i s h  nu mb e r  fo r m  a nd  s i z e  o f  w in d o w s  a nd  s id e  g a l l e r ie s  a s  ma y be  

d e c id e d  o n  b y  a  c o mm it t e e  o f  c o u ns e l  w h ic h  s h a l l  be  c ho s e n  b y s a id  c o mp a n y t o  a d v i s e  

a nd  in s t r u c t  s a id  bu i ld in g  c o mm it t e e  i n  r e g a r d  t o  s u c h  a l t e r a t io n s  f r o m t he  fo r me r  ho u s e  

a s  s a i d  a d v i s i n g  c o m m i t t e e  m a y  j u d g e  b e s t  .  .  .  .  

I n  w it n e s s  w he r e  o f  w e  ha ve  he r e u n t o  s u b s c r ib e d  o u r  na me s  t h is  1 4 t h  d a y o f  M a r c h  

A.D. 1851.  

Ashbel Goddard 

I saac  P.  Wil l is  

Russe l l Morse 

J o h n  W o o d  

E lme r  N e wt o n 

A mo s  W h i t n e y  

O .  W .  G o d d a r d  

Joseph Estabrook 

Wil l ia m C hase  

Char les Goddard 

Pet e r  Woo dbur y 

Joseph Bliss  

Samuel Morse 

Shebna  Pa ine  

S e t h  H o lma n  

George Chase 

Francis Chase 

J o h n  F r ye  

W i l l ia m O.  Br o w n 

J o h n  L e a t he  

Samuel Clark 

Benjamin Fr ye  

Stephen Richardson 

Geor ge Whit ne y 

W i l la r d  N e wt o n 

E b e n e z e r  P i e r c e  

R u f u s  B u l lo c k  

B a r n e t  B u l lo c k  

J o s ep h  R a ymo nd  

 



 

 

Seven at least of these subscribers, William Chase, Francis Chase, John Leathe,  

Benjamin Frye,  Willa rd  Newton,  Barnet  Bullock,  and Russell  Morse,  are s t i l l  repres -

ented in  the Town of Royals ton by grandsons, great  grandsons, or  great  great  grand -

sons,  namely Charles  Chase,  Elliott  Chase,  Hollis  Chase,  Roger Chase, John Leathe, 

Russe l l  Fr ye ,  Le on  Ne wton ,  Wi l la rd  Ne wton ,  Har o ld  Ne wton ,  Hu gh  Bul loc k,  and 

Rober t  Adams .  The record cont inues :  

A g r e e a b le  t o  no t i c e  g iv e n  b y  t h e  p r e a c h e r  a t  me e t in g  o n  S u n .  A p r i l  2 7 t h  t h e  a bo v e  

n a m e d  m e m b e r s  o f  s a i d  c o m p a n y  m e t  a t  t h e  t o w n  h a l l  o n  M o n .  A p r .  2 8 t h  i n  t h e  

a f t e r n o o n  a n d  v o t e d  t o  c h o o s e  a  b u i l d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  o f  s a i d  

c o mp a n y  —  c h o s e n  R u s s e l l  M o r s e  mo d e r a t o r  a nd  ma d e  c ho ic e  o f  E lme r  Ne wt o n  O ba d ia h  

Go d d ar d  a nd  G eo r g e  Whit ney sa id  bu i ld ing co mmit t ee and made cho ice  o f Bar net  Bu l lo ck  

Russe l l Mor se  Stephen R i c h a r d s o n  A s h b e l  G o d d a r d  J o s e p h  E s t a b r o o k  a n d  P e t e r  

W o o d b u r y  f o r  t h e  a d v i s i n g  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  v o t e d  t h a t  s a i d  b u i l d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  m a k e  

a  p l a n  o r  m o d e l  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  p u t  t he  same under  co nt r act  a s soo n as  ma y be  do ne .  

To prepare an architectural  plan for the new meeting-house the committee chose 

Chaunc y Chase  o f  B os t on  and  subsequen t ly  pa id  h im $50  for  h i s  p lan .  Mr .  Chase ,  

l i sted as  a  carpenter  and bui lder in  the Boston  Almanac of 1851,  was  a  native of Roy-

als ton,  50 years  of age,  and  son-in-law of Russell  Morse.  According to the minutes  of  

the following meeting:  

T h e  b u i ld in g  c o m m i t t e e  p r o c u r e d  a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p l a n  f o r  s a id  me e t in g  h o u s e  a n d  

n o t i f i e d  t h e  a d v i s i n g  c o m m i t t e e  t o  m e e t  —  t h e y  m e t  a n d  e x a m i n e d  t h e  p l a n  

p r e s e n t e d  a n d  a g r e e d  t o  a d o p t  s a i d  p l a n  f o r  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  o r d e r e d  s a i d  b u i l d i n g  

c o m m .  t o  c o n t r a c t  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o n  t h e  l o w e s t  t e r m s  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  p r o p o s e d   L a m b  

a n d  F o s t e r  o f  W o r c e s t e r  b e i n g  t h e  l o w e s t  b i d d e r s  i t  w a s  c o n t r a c t e d  t o  t h e m  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  a r t i c l e s  o f  a g r e e m e n t  m a d e  a n d  c o n c l u d e d  o n  t h e  1 7 t h  o f  J u n e  A . D .  

1 8 5 1  i n c l u d i n g  l u m b e r  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  c a r p e n t e r  w o r k  o f  s a i d  h o u s e  a n d  v e s t r y  f o r  t h e  

s u m  o f  s i x  t h o u s a n d  f o u r  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s .  .  .  .   A g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  h o u s e  s h o u l d  b e  

d e d i c a t e d  o n  T h u r s .  t h e  1 5 t h  o f  J a n .  1 8 5 2 .  

A newspaper clipping on file at  the Worcester Antiquarian Society has this  to say 

a b ou t  Cap ta in  Ed wa rd  La mb :  "Hi s  oc cup at i on  was  th a t  o f  a  bu i ld er ;  and  th e re  was 

no one who better  understood his  business  or  conducted it  with  greater  fidelity,  judg-

ment  and tas te  than  he ;  as  the  numerous  private  and  publi c  bui ldings  he  e rected,  in 

th i s  c i t y ,  and  o th er  t owns  in  the  c oun t y,  b e ar  wi tn ess .  … ..   He  p r ob ab ly bu i l t  m or e  
c h u r c h e s  th a n  a n y o t h e r  m a n  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y . "    C a p t a i n  La m b  d i e d  M a y 8 ,  1 8 6 8  a t  

the age  of  56,  so  he  was  th i r ty-n ine  years  old  when  he  bu i l t  Meet ing-House  No.  4 .  

W o r k  on  t h e  m e e t i n g -h ou s e  p r o c e e d e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s c h e d u le  a n d  on  J a n u a r y  

2 ,  1852 "Said  bui lding committee  reported that  the  (carpenter)  work of  the house  had 

been  examined  by Chauncey Chase  as  by the  agreement  con trac t  and  that  they had 

se t t led  up  wi th  Lamb & Fos te r . " The  join t  e f fo r t s  o f  Chaunc y Chase  and  Cap ta in  

La m b ,  wi th  t he  sp len d id  ba c kin g  o f  th e  c omm i t t e e ,  h ad  r esu l t ed  in  a  we l l -bu i l t  

meeting-house of authentic Colonial design,  58 ft .  long,  48 ft.  wide, 28 ft.  stud,  with a 
graceful steeple  rising 1311 /2  feet  above the ground in front  and 11651/4 feet  above 

mean sea level.  Today,  as  we s tand at  any point  of vantage and admire  the fine pro-

portions and structural detai l  of this building we well may agree with Schelling that  

"Architecture is music in  space, as it were a frozen music." 

At  the January 2nd meet ing the bui lding commit tee summarized  the cost  of the 

bui lding and "appointments . " The lat ter  included  such evidences  of progress  as  "fur -

naces and smoke pipe, " "carpet ing  for  the whole floor of the audience room  of a  like 

color  except  carpet  for  pulpi t  and plat form to  be of another  color , " "cushings  of uni -
form color  to  match ," and  "pa inted  se tees  for  the  ves t ry. " Those  who b raved  New 

England midwinter  weather to at tend  the dedication  two weeks later  must  have been 

cheered both bodi ly and  aesthetically by these delightful novelties . The total  cost of 

building and appointments was  $8880.00. 

 



 

 

This  sizeable sum had been underwri t ten by the subscribers  and was liquidated,  in 

par t  at  leas t ,  i n  the  cus tomary manner .  The  bu i lding commit tee  was  author i zed -"to  

se l l  a t  auct ion on  bids  for  choice  of  sa id  pews  or  s l ips  and  deed  the same to  the  pur -

chasers . " :  Two such  'deeds  .of  1852  a re in  the  possess ion  of  Donald  M • Esq .  

They record,  in  full  lega l phraseology,  the sale of pews numbered 17;  8 ,  40, and 36 to  

Rufus  Bu l lock for  the sum of $615.50.  Pew No.  17 brought  $227.00 and P ew 'No:  `36 
—  the leas t  desirable  —  $85.00.  

It ' was some years later that the Reverend Ebenezer Bullard,. in reminiscent vein, 

delivered his Historical. Discourse. He pays a well-deserved tribute to the role which 

R oya ls ton 's  four  me et ing -h ouses  have  p la ye d  in  the  l i fe  o f  the  communi t y.  Hi s  

glimpses  into the t reasured past remind us ,  too,  of contented days  spent  in  a pleasant 

old  New England town.  

O n J a n .  15 ,  1 8 52 ,  t he  f i r s t  a nn ive r s a r y o f  t he  de s t r u c t io n  o f  t he ir  fo r me r  ho u s e ,  t h is  

ed if ice ,  exce l l ing  a l l t he  o t her s,  stoo d co mp le t e  and it s  ded ica t io n was ,  kept  wit h.  Jo y.  

Amateur s have admir ed it  a s  a  mode l o f what  a  rur a l sanctuar y should  be,    b e a u t i f u l  f o r  

s i t u a t io n ,  b e a u t i f u l  i n  i t s e l f ,  a n d  s u s t a in e d  in  a l l  i t s  p a r t s  a n d  a p p o in t m e n t s .  I t  c e r t a in l y  

i s  t h e  f e a t u r e  o f  t h i s  c o me l y  v i l l a g e ;  a n  h o n o r  t o  o u r  t o w n ,  a n d  a  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  g o o d  

t a s t e  and  l ibe r a l it y o f it s  p r o pr ie t o r s .  And  no w,  a ft e r  a lmo st  f i ft ee n ye ar s '  o ccupa nc y,  t he r e  

a r e  a d d e d  t o  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a n d  m a t e r i a l  a t t r a c t io n s  t h o s e  s a c r e d  a s s o c i a t io n s  a n d  

m e mo r i e s ,  w h i c h  m o s t  o f  a l l  h a l l o w  a n d  e n d e a r  t h e  h a b i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  M o s t  H i g h .  I n  

t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t o  be  s u r e ,  t h i s  ho u s e  ma y  be  no  mo r e  be a u t i f u l ,  o r  d e a r  t o  u s ,  t ha n  w a s  t he  

f i r s t  m e e t i n g  h o u s e  u p o n  t h e  c o m m o n  t o  t h e  f a t h e r s  o f  1 7 9 7 ,  o r  t h e  s e c o n d  t o  t h e i r  

chi ld r en o f 1840,  when t hose st ructures  wer e respect ive ly superseded by impro ved mode ls .  

I t  wo u ld  ind ee d  be  wo r t h  t he  see ing ,  and  t he  s t ud y  t o o ,  co u ld  a l l  t he s e  suc ce ss ive  

s t r u c t u r e s  b e  r e p r o d u c e d ,  a n d  s e t  i n  o r d e r  b e f o r e  u s e ,  t o - d a y ,  u p o n  t h i s  c o mmo n !  W h a t  a  

ser ies in  t he deve lopment  o f ideas,  of ar t ,  and o f resources! And then,  if  t he success ive  

gener at io ns o f wor sh ipper s wer e a lso  to  co me throng ing to  t he ir  r espect ive  t emp les,  in  t he ir  

p r o p e r ,  co s t u me s ,  ve h ic l e s  a n d  be a r ing s ,  a nd ,  o ne  c o ng r e g a t io n  a f t e r  a no t he r ,  i n  t he  

p r e s e nc e  o f  a l l ,  go  t hr o ug h  w it h  t he ir  a c c u s t o me d  S a bba t h  s e r v ic e s ,  —  w ha t  a  p a no r a ma ,    

w ha t  a  l i v ing  h i s t o r y o f  Ro ya l s t o n  l i fe !  I t  wo u ld  ne e d  go o d  vo u c he r s  t ha t  a l l  w a s  ind e e d  

r ea l,  —  t ha t  such wer e t he  sanc t uar ies ,  se r v ices ,  and  pe o p le ,  o nce  in  law fu l po ssess io n her e ;  

and in all respects as home- like,  as respectable,  as happy,  and as good, as we are..  

Today,  in  a -wor ld  of  rapid ly changing va lues ,  we may not  c laim to be "as  home-
like,  as respectable,  as happy, and as good" as  the Rev erend Bullard and his stalwarts,  

but,  we can all  join  with  him in  his  high  regard  for  th is  meeting-house and all  i t  repres -

ents .  And we can equa l ly re lish  his  de light fu l whimsey  of  a  panorama that  wou ld 

conjure up the-past  of l i fe  on Royals ton Common. If t his  brief Story of a  Meeting--

House :  contr ibutes  even a t iny bi t  to such an imaginat ive t reat i t s  purpose will  have 

been achieved.  

There was one appointment  of  the meet inghouse that  ca l ls  for  specia l  ment ion .  

Its  voice heralded the dedicat ion exercises  in  1852 and it  has  fai thfully played an 

important  past  in  vi llage affai rs  ever  s ince.  Its  s tory links  with  that  of a  nat ional hero 

and has  never  ye t  been  fu l ly to ld .  The  s tory begins  on  May 6 ,  1811  when "a  church  

bell was fi rst  suggested to be  given and hung without expense to the Society." Two 

weeks later an invitation was extended to the benevolent Inhabitants of the Town of 

Royalston, to subscribe money for procuring a Bell for the East meeting house, in said 

Town . .  .  .  a bell  of medium size with  Bells in  common use in  Country towns, and one 

tha t  can  be  warran ted  good  i f  p oss ib le . " The  sum of  $453 .00 was  p r ompt ly  ra i sed  

and a suitable bell was purchased from the now -famous foundry of Paul Revere.  

This  purchase is  recorded in  the original stockbook of Paul Revere & Son, now in 

the possess ion of  Mr .  Edward  H.  R.  Revere  of  Canton,  Mass .  In  th is  book there  i s 
l i s t ed for  the  year  1811 a  be l l  for  the  "Town of  Royals ton ,  930 lbs . " In  Dr .  A.  H.  

Nichols’ book Revere Bells the Royalston bell is listed  as the 128th of Revere manu-

factu re and i t  i s  s tat ed that  "this  be l l  was melted  when the church (Meet ing -House) 

No.  3 )  bu rned." Neverthe less  there  is  good  evidence tha t  the  meta l cas t  in to  that  be l l  

by Paul Revere has  for  over  a  hundred years  been  serving i ts original pu rpose in  the 

belfry of the present  meeting -house. 

 



 

 

 

 

• 

Paul Revere Bell ,  Recast by Henry N. Hooper & Company 

.., 

Th e p resen t  be l l  i s  i n scr ibed  "He nr y N.  Hoope r  & Co.  Bos ton  1851 . " The  
Hooper  fi rm succeeded to Paul Revere 's  bel l  business  in  1830,  as  s tated by Eva A.  
Spea re .  i n  His tor ic  Be l l s  o f  New Ha mpsh i re ,  p .  39 .  Le t 's  s ee  what  the  Pr opr i e t ors '  
b ook has  . to say about  the purchase  of the .Hooper bell .  

8 e p t e m b e r  4 ,  1 8 5 1  .  . V o t e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  a  b e l l  o f  a b o u t  1 2 0 0 '  p o u n d s  a n d  h a n g 

on sa id  meetinghouse  and  appropr ia te the  proceeds of  the old bel l  towards the  new one  

and include the balance with  the expense of the house and chose Barnet Bullock, Russell  

M o r s e  a n d  A s h b e l  G o d d a r d  t o  l o o k  u p  • t h e  p r o c e e d s  o f  t h e  o l d  b e l l .  

J a n u ar y  2 ,  1 8 5 2  .  .  .  H .  N.  H o op e r • . f o r  b e l l ,  $ 3 8 6. 50 .  Lu t h er  H a rr i n gt on  fo r  b e l l  

rope, $2.50 .  .  .  Proceeds of old bell $223.78. 

Does  this  mean that  the gross  pr ice  of  the new  1200 lb .  be l l  was  on ly $386.50  —  

a  lower  p rice than  the  same  foundry charged  for  the Pau l  Revere  be l l  of  on ly  930  lbs .? 

The record  can be inte rpreted in  two ways :  

1. Price of •the new bell $386.50 (32¢ per lb.) Credit for the old bell  $223.78 (23¢ 

per lb.)   Net cost to the Town of the new 1200 lb. bell $162.72 (13½¢ per lb.) an absurdly 

low price. 

2. Price of the new bell $386.50 plus credit for  the old bell $223.78, total $610.28  

(51¢ per lb.) This price per pound is in  line with, the prices charged by the Revere 
foundry (38¢  to 54½  per  lb .)  according  to data  published in Dr.  Nichols '  book.  

 



 

 

It  i s  therefore c lear  tha t  the P roprietors '  record  should  be  in t e rp reted :  "Pa id 

H.  N.  Hooper  for  be l l  $386 .50  ne t  cash  chargeab le  to  the  expense  of  the  meet ing-

house .  Credi t  was  a l lowed  for  the  meta l  of  the  old  be l l  i n  the  amount  of  $223 .78. " 

This is in full accord with  the Proprietors ' vote of Sept. 4, 1851. 

Now what  jus t i ficat ion  have we for  assuming  that  the  meta l  of Pau l  Revere  No. 

128  was actually recast into the Hooper bell ? 

1. The present bell bears the date 1851, as it  would if recast especially for Roy-
a ls ton .  The  commit t ee  was  given  authori ty to  ac t  on  September  4  of  that  year  and 

rendered i ts  account ing on January 2 ,  1852.  Four  months  a fforded p lenty of  t ime  for  

the committee to deliver the metal to Boston and for  Hooper to  recast  i t ,  a long with 

additional metal,  into the new 1200 lb.  bell .  

2. Re cas t ing o f  be l ls  was  a  c omm on p rac t i ce  wi th  o ld -t ime be l l  founders .  At  

least  four bells  cas t  originally by Paul Revere are known to have been  recast  by his 

success or ,  Hen r y N.  Hooper  &  C o.  The  fo l lowin g pa r t i cu la rs  a re  cu l led  f rom the  
Nichols  and Speare records  :  

Bell No. Cast Destination Weight 

48 1801 Town of Medford 1244 lbs. 

  Recast by Henry N. Hooper & Co.   
282 1823 Jaffrey, N. H.  

  Cracked in the fifties.   
  Recast by Henry N. Hooper & Co.  
 1825 Greenfield, N. H. 903 lbs. 

  Recast by Henry N. Hooper & Co., 

twice, 1827, 1847 
 

366 1827 Westmoreland, N. H. 930 lbs. 

  Cracked 1847 and recast by  
  Henry N. Hooper & Co.   

3. When the evidence from the Proprietors ' records  was  communicated  to  Mrs . 

Eva A. Speare, a keen student of bell  lore, she offered these comments and her con -

clusion: 

One po int  t ha t  I  lea r ned  in  my se ver a l  yea r s  o f st udy abo ut  t he Rever e  be l l s  was t ha t  

su it ab le  met a l fo r  be l ls  was  no t  easy to  o bt a in.  Co pper  va r ied  in  qua l it y and  was  impo r t ed 

f r o m s e v e r a l  c o u n t r ie s .  I  s u s p e c t  t ha t  fo r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  t he  me t a l  w a s  r e c a s t  w he n e ve r  

possible. 

At  t ha t  p e r io d ,  a  be l l  c o u ld  be  r e c a s t  be c a u s e  t he  me t a l  fo r  o ne  be l l  c o u ld  be  me l t e d  

in a cr uc ib le .  Today,  t he process  o f me lt ing Meta l fo r  o ne  be l l is  so  expens ive  t hat  sma l l  

c r uc ib le s  a r e  no  lo nger  us ed .  I ns t ead  su f f ic ie nt  met a l  fo r  ma n y be l ls  i s  p r epar e d  a t  t he  

foundr ies.  

Y o u r  r e c e n t  l e t t e r  w a s  r e a d  w i t h  r e a l  p l e a s u r e ,  b e c a u s e  yo u r  r e s e a r c h  t o  a s c e r t a in  

t h e  c o mp l e t e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  r e a l  P a u l  R e v e r e  B e l l  o f  R o ya l s t o n  a d d s  1 2 8  t o  t h e  l i s t  o f  

Rever e be l ls t hat  are yet  r ing ing  in  New Eng land.  

4. Mrs.  Speare 's  conc lusion is  the same as  that  of  Mr.  Edward H.  R.  Revere,  

great -grandson of  Pau l Revere.  Mr.  Revere  is  the acknowledged  authori ty on Pau l 

Revere bells  and his  opinion is  frequent ly sought  in matters  pertaining to them. When 

the evidence from the Proprietors ' records was  submitted to  him he stated that  "un-
doubtedly the old  Paul Revere bell  was recast  into  the present Hooper bell ,  probably 

with  si lver added,  according to the custom, t o  improve the tone." 

So it is a fair conclusion that the pleasant -toned bell now on its second century of 

service in the belfry of the meetinghouse is actually "Paul Revere  bell  #128 of 1811, 

recast with additional metal by Paul Revere 's  successor,  Henry N. Hooper & Co.,  Bos-
ton, 1851." 

 



 

 

Th e  b e l l  o f  P a u l  Re ve r e  i s  n o t  the  on ly a pp o in t me n t  o f  M ee t in g -Hou s e  No.  2  

that has, after venturing in foreign parts,  returned to Royalston for  further service in 

Meeting-House No. 4 .  The s tory goes  that when Meeting-House No. 2 had been com-

p leted  in  1797 there  was  found to  be a t idy ba lance  of  s ixty -f ive  dol la rs  in  the  bui ld -

ing fund.  The commi t t ee  used th is  money to embel l i sh  the sanc tuary wi th  a  s ta tuet t e 

of the Angel Gabriel.  This  was  carved from a  solid  block of nat ive  pine by a ski llfu l 
artist ,  whose name, regrettably, has not  come down to us.  

For  over  forty years  the b li the f igure of  Gabr ie l,  the Hera ld  of  Good  Tidings ,  

smiled down upon the  worshippers  from his  niche over the pulpit ,  but  when Meeting -

House  No.  2  was  d ismant led  Gabr ie l ,  in  sad  reward  for  fa i th fu l  se rvice ,  was  con-

s igned to a pi le  of waste.  Rescued through the enterprise of  Seth  Holman,  Gabriel 

languished in exile for the next sixty-three years. This involuntary exile deprived two 

genera t ions  of  Gabrie l 's  company,  bu t  i t  worked  to  hi s  advantage  (and  ours )  for  he  
did not suffer, like Paul Revere's  bell, the ravages of the fire of 1851. 

In  1903 ,  on  the  occasion  of  Royals ton 's  f i r s t  Old  Home  Day,  Mr .  George  W. 

Holman of Fi tchburg,  where Gabriel  had been sojourning,  returned  him to the Parish 

and he was welcomed  back to an  honored p lace in  the sanctuary.  So i t  happens that  

two personages ,  one revered  by ear ly Chr i s t i ans  and  one  forever  honored  by his  

compatriots, join here in conferring a  certain distinction  on this meetinghouse of 1852.  

Throughout  the century following its dedication Meeting-House No.  4 has been 

for tuna te  in  i t s  fr i ends .  Kind  hands  have  min is t ered  to  i t s  phys ica l  needs  and  gen -
erous  hearts  have  supp lied funds  for  upkeep  and improvement .  It  wou ld  be imprac -

t icable to enumerate  all  the worthy projects  and impossible,  at  th is  late date,  to men-

t ion a l l  the worthy peop le  who have cont r ibuted in  one way  or  another  to the bui ld -

ing 's  welfare.  A few of the principal improvements ,  l is ted  in  chronologal order,  wi ll  

have to s tand as  evidence  of the affect ion and loya lty that  has been freely given this 

house of worship by its  many fr iends.  

Fi rs t  in  order of t ime ,  and certain ly  not  las t  in  order  of  importance,  was the  gi ft  
by Emi ly Rip ley,  i n  1863 ,  of  the  organ  whose  voice  i s  s t i l l  heard  at  every church 

service.  Her let t er  of  gi f t  was  ad ressed to the  Parish  Commit tee  of the Fi rs t  Con -

gregational Society of Royalston, Mass.  

I  ha ve  lo ng  be e n  i mp r e s s e d  w it h  t he  c o nv ic t io n  t ha t  t he  a c c o mp a n i me n t  o f  a n  o r g a n  

to  t he  vo ca l c ho ir  o f  o u r  co ngr eg a t io n  wo u ld  p r o mo t e  it s  mo r a l  a nd  r e l ig io u s  c har a c t e r ,  

s t imu la t e  t he  yo u ng  me mbe r s  t o  inc r e as ed  e f fo r t s  t o  sus t a in  a nd  p er fe c t  a l l  t h is  de par t me nt  

o f sanc t uar y se r v ice  and  a f fo r d  inc r eased  int e r est  and  encour agement  t o  t he  Pasto r  and 

co ngr egat io n in  a t t endance .  

I n f lu e nc e d  b y  t he s e  c o ns id e r a t io ns  I  ha v e  p r o c u r e d  t o  be  bu i l t  a nd  b y  y o u r  p e r mis -

s io n  h a v e  c a u s e d  t o  be  s e t  u p  in  t h e  c h u r c h  a n  o r g a n  b u i l t  b y  M r .  W .  A .  J o h n s o n  o f  

West fie ld Mass.  fro m spec if icat ions pr epared with spec ia l re ference in s ize and tone to  t he 

d ime ns io ns  o f t he  c hur c h.  

T h is  o r gan be ing  appro ved  by a  co mpet ent  o r ganis t  I  no w t ake p leasu r e  in  p r esent ing  

t h r o u g h yo u  G e nt le me n  t o  t he  So c ie t y by yo u  r e p r e s e nt e d  fo r  t he ir  u s e  a nd  be ne f i t  a s  lo ng  

as  t he  fo l lo w ing  co nd it io ns  a r e  co mp lie d  wit h  —  

1 s t  T hat  it  sha l l be  accep t ed  by t he  So cie t y.  

3 r d  T ha t  i t  s ha l l  be  k e p t  in  g o o d  r ep a i r .  

2 n d  T h a t  i t  s h a l l  b e  u s e d  i n  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  S a n c t u a r y  a s  c o n d u c t e d  

b y t he  1 s t  Co ngr e ga t io na l  C hu r c h  in  Ro ya ls t o n  a nd  fo r  no  o t her  p u r p o se  

w it ho ut  t he  appro bat io n o f t he  Par is h Co mmit t ee .  

4 t h  T ha t  i t  s h a l l  n e ve r  b e  s o ld  bu t  he l d  a s  t he  p r o p e r t y o f  t he  S o c ie t y a bo v e  

named and fo r  t he pur pose a fo re sa id.  

5 t h  T ha t  i t  s h a l l  b e  k e p t  s e c u r e d  b y  i n s u r a nc e  f r o m l i a b i l i t y  o f  lo s s  f r o m f i r e .  

( S ig ne d )  E mi ly  B .  R ip le y  

 





 

 

I t  i s  on record that  the  above  condi t ions  were  du ly accep ted by the Socie ty on 

June  12,  1863  and  appropr ia t e resolu t ions  voted,  for  t ransmit t a l  t o  Mrs .  Rip ley.  In  

these resolut ions  it  was s tated that  the cost to Mrs.  Ripley exceeded $1000.00.  The 

commit tee promptly voted "to raise $100 to procure  a player  on the organ the remain -

der  of  the  year  and  as  much  of i t  t o  be  used  as  necessary before  the  next  annual  

meeting." 

With rare good judgment  Mrs. Ripley chose the product of one of America 's fore -

m os t  or gan  bu i lders  and  Johns on  Opus  142  in  Roya ls ton  has  the  unexce l led  t one  

qua li ty for  which Johnson 's  ins t ruments  are  cherished  today by their  owners  through -

ou t  the musica l  wor ld .  In  1946  th is  organ  was  inspec ted by  John Van Var ick Els -

worth ,  a  f ine musician  and  a  recognized  authori ty  on  Johnson organs .  Mr.  Elsworth  

made suggestions  as to i ts renovation and subsequently made mention of his Royalston 

visit  in a leading article in The American Organist of May, 1947, p.  155: "The Con-

gregational Church dominates this small town, with  its impressively large and nicely 

landscaped  colonia l houses  .  .  .     This  organ 's  tona l qua li t ies  and  voicing p roved  most 

excellent." 

Fol lowing Mr.  Elsworth 's  vis i t  the organ has  been thorough ly renovated at  the 

hands of Joseph W. Smith. A modern  electric blower now furnishes an unfailing wind 

supp ly.  A new peda l  boa rd  has  been  ins t a l led ,  wi th  add i t iona l  p ipes ,  and  other 
improvements  made, in line  with  Mr.  Elsworth 's  recommendations . Opus  142 is now 

rounding out  i t s  own fi rs t  century of  usefu lness  and looking forward to many  more 

years of faithful service.  

It  was  twenty years  after  the arr ival of  the organ that  the meeting-house enjoyed 

i ts  next  important  acquis i t ion.  On November 14,  1883  the Town purchased from E.  

Howard & Son a "No.  2  Str iking Town Clock  with  three five-foot  dials " for  ins talla t ion  

in  the  "Or thodox Church ," as  noted  in  the Howard orderbook.  This  acquis i t ion ,  too, 

has given  excellent service throughout  the years,  taking time out  for  repairs only when 
the Hurricane of 1938 t reated it  so harshly.  

In  the  fol lowing year  cen t ra l  heat ing made  i ts  advent .  A new fu rnace  was  in -

s ta l led,  wi th  funds raised  by  popu lar  subscript ion.  It  solved ,  for  the  t ime  being,  a  

heat ing problem that  had been  vexing the Parish Committee s ince 1870,  according to 

the  records .  This  made  possib le  the  removal  of  a  chimney that  encumbered  the  south -

west corner of the meetinghouse, along with some of the "smoke pipe" provided by the 

conscientious building commi ttee in 1852. 

During the  next  decade  or  two the int erior  of  the bui lding was  embel lished  in  
several ways, largely through the unremitting efforts and  good will of the Ladies Ben-

evolent  Society,  whose  loya l members  have ever  had the welfare  of the meet ing-house 

at  heart .  A new carpet  was laid  and the  cushions  were  re -covered.  The  p las ter  wal ls  

and ceiling, which had given evidence of collapse, were reinforced with steel  sheathing, 

in  decorative design.  A handsome chandelier  was  installed,  with  auxi liary fix tures  to 

match, replete with kerosene lamps. The latter were  "electri fied" when central station 

service came to town in 1927. 

In  1926  the  s teep le,  which  had  su ffe red  from inroads  of  the  weather ,  was groan -

in g a t  t he  nor thwes t  ga les .  I t s  beams  wer e  found  deca yed  and  had  to  be  repa i red .  

Funds for  this  work were raised in part  from a "mild  carnival" on the Common which 

net t ed near ly $1200.00  on August  31,  1927.  The s teep le ,  thus  rejuvenated,  endured 

unt i l that fateful day in September 1938 when the  worst  hurricane in  recorded  his tory 

la id  low scores  of  s t ructures  and  thousands  of  t rees  in  Royals ton  and  vic ini ty.  Some  



 

 

New England s t eep les ,  t opp l ing in  that  hu r r icane ,  have never  been res tored .  Our 

meeting-house might have suffered the same fate but for the generosity of a Royalston 

family which,  for  over a  hundred years,  has  given liberally of i ts  substance  to the  needs  

of the community.  

The s teeple was rebui lt ,  in  exact  replica of the original design,  except for  small  

but important  changes  that  make i t  now secure against  the inroads  of rats ,  bats,  and 
weather.  Li t t le  & Russell  of Boston were  the archi tects  and Custance Bros .  of Lexing-

ton  the  bu i lders  of  the  new s teep le .  I t  was  ded icated  wi th  appropr ia t e  ceremonies  

August 27, 1939 and the heartfelt  thanks of the  community to its donors are fit t ingly 

r e c o r d e d  o n  a  t a b l e t  o f  e n d u r i n g  b r o n z e  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e .  

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN  

LOVING MEMORY OF HIS MOTHER  

MARY EDGELL BULLOCK  

THE PRESENT SPIRE WAS ERECTED TO REPLACE  

THE ONE DESTROYED BY THE HURRICANE SEPT. 21st 1938  

BY  

CALVIN BULLOCK  

AND BY HIS SON  

HUGH BULLOCK  

DEDICATED AUGUST 27, 1939  

THIS TABLET WAS ERECTED BY THE PEOPLE OF  

ROYALSTON IN GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Th e  Fi r s t  C h u r c h  i n  R oya l s t o n  h a s  s e e n  m a n y p a s t o r s  c om e  a n d  go .  F i ve  o f  

these have served at momentous periods  in the career of this meeting-house ,  and its 
predecessors .  Parson  Lee  officiat ed  in  the  fi rs t  meet ing-house throughout  i t s  ca reer  

and certain ly le ft  h is  impress  on  the second,  bui lt  du ring his  long pastorate  of  f i fty 

years .  Ebenezer  Perkins ,  a  pastor  for  twenty-seven  years  and a  res iden t  of  the  town  

for  fi fteen  years  thereafter ,  must  have inspired and helped  to plan the thi rd ,  s t ructure, 

so  fa r  in  advance  of  the  second .  Then,  too,  he  was  a  sor t  of  e lder  s t at esman  i n  the 

t own  when  the  four th  h ouse  was  p lanned  and  consummated ,  s o  he  p r obab ly c on -

t r ibu ted  much  to  the  p r ojec t ,  t hou gh  Nor man  Hazen ,  h i s  succ essor  in  the  pu lp i t ,  

preached the dedicatory sermon and is said  to have been buoyed  up in  rapidly fai ling 
hea l th  by h is  in t e res t  in  the new bu i lding.  The  Reverend  Thomas  MacAnesp ie was 

pastor in  1938, when the hurricane  crashed the  steeple to the ground, and no doubt 

c on t r ibu ted  o f  h i s  t ime  and  ener gy to  i t s  r es tor a t ion .  He  p rea ched  the  ded ica tor y 

sermon on August 27, 1939. 

To the present pastor, Frederick W. French, came the dream of a meeting -house, 

strengthened in  its foundations,  rebuilt  within, and newly equipped to better serve the 

cu r ren t  needs  o f  the  communi t y .  Wi th  unquenchab le  en thusiasm  and  exhaus t les s  
energy,  and  with  the  he lp  of  count les s  loya l  par i shioners  and wel l -wishers ,  he  has  

m ad e  h i s  h app y d re a m  c om e  t r u e .  Hi s  e f fo r t s  in  ra i s in g  fund s  fa r  e xc e ed in g  th e  

original cost of the building and his zeal in prosecuting the work of rehabilitation have 

g iven  the  communi t y a  meet ing -h ouse  and  appoin tmen t s  o f  wh ich  i t  ma y we l l  be 

proud: 

Gone ,  are the unsight ly rows of  "horse s tables" that once shut off a  pleasing view 

of nearby Litt le Pond and  pine-clad western hills.  The long-deserted sheds have given 

place to a s ight ly parking area for  the motorcars  undreamed -of by Ebenezer Perkins  and 
his  committee.  

 



 

 

Gone is  the  smoky wood -burning fu rnace that  scorned the  minis t rat ions  of  the 

janitor and did its best to chill or suffocate the worshippers. A modern heating system 

with  thermostat  cont rol now keeps the ,  congregat ion warm and cosy on the coldest  

winte r  days .  

Gone are the "painted setees for  the vest ry, " upon which four generations of  

youngs te rs  f idge t t ed  and  squi rmed th rough  Sunday School  and "even ing meet ing. " 
Those reminders  of the early days  have ,  been replaced by comfortable folding seats  in 

the new and well -appointed Fellowship Hall.  

Gone,  too,  i s  the wheezing be l lows with  i ts  c lat t ery pump handle ,  at  which many 

a  Roya ls ton  boy,  inc luding your  his tor ian,  has  sweate d  th rough  the  heavy going o f  

fu l l  organ on a hot  summer day.  In  the organ  loft ,  as  e lsewhere ,  pr imit ive ' methods 

have bowed to technica l  progress .  'A modern e lectr i c  b lower  '  now guarantees  that  

Wi l liam Johnson 's  Opus 142 wi l l  never again s t art le  the  congr egat ion  by col lapsing 
with a tired groan at the climax of a fortissimo passage.  

Gone are many other outmode d re li cs  of  the olden days ,  but  there  s t i l l  remains  

the  ca lm, pervading "spir i t  of p lace " that  has  th roughout  the  years  enve loped this  

meet ing-house  l ike  a  benedict ion .  May thi s  spi r i t  con t inue  to endear  th i s  bu i ldng to 

a l l  comers  th roughout  the next  centu ry  —  and the  nex t .  
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